
I pray that God, the source of hope,   

will fill you completely with joy and 

peace because you trust in him. Then 

you will overflow with confident hope 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

~ Romans 15:13 NLT 
 

When you repress or suppress those 
things which you don’t want to live with 
you really don’t solve the problem          
because you don’t bury the problem 
dead - you bury it alive. ~ John Powell 
 

To pray is to listen to the Voice that calls 

you the Beloved. ~ Henri Nouwen 
 

I had only heard about you before, but 
now I have seen you with my own eyes.      
~ Job 42:5 
 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot 

keep to gain what he cannot lose!              

~ Jim Elliott 
 

Obedience cannot fail! ~ Melisa Turner 
 

A little grain of sand becomes a pearl of 
great price if it stays where it has been put. 

~ Vickie Atchison 
 

Let us hold firmly to the hope that we have 
confessed, because we can trust God to do 
what he promised.  ~ Hebrews 10:23 NCV 
 

When you feel like you’re drowning in 

life, don’t worry—your Lifeguard walks 

on water! 
 

But now in Christ Jesus, you who were 
far away from God are brought near 
through the blood of Christ’s death.          
~ Ephesians 2:13 NCV 
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Dear Readers: 
 

2016 has been full of God’s goodness, 

provision, mercy and abundant blessings 

for our Blossom Team. This newsletter 

includes the “cliff notes” of  “Hope as 

an Anchor” retreat. You will be also be 

introduced to our three youngest          

blossoms and see how they by name and 

design truly represent God’s promises. 
 

You will also see that Hope is what we 

cling to when life takes unexpected turns 

Be encouraged to hope again in God’s 

goodness and His never-changing    

character! Get up and try again my 

friend! Obedience not perfection or   

success is all that is expected of us. 
 

You are my refuge and my shield; 

    your word is my source of hope. 

...I intend to obey the commands of my 

God. LORD, sustain me as you           

promised, that I may live! 

    Do not let my hope be crushed. 

~ Psalm 119:114-116 NLT  
 

As we remember when Hope was born 

let us also remember that our God is 

mighty to save, a present help in times 

of trouble, and worthy of our devotion. 
 

...for I know whom I have believed and 

am persuaded that He is able to keep 

what I have committed to Him until that 

Day.  ~ II Timothy 1:12b NKJV 

 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 

http://cksilver.com/


Where is Your Soul Anchored? 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,          

sure and strong… ~ Hebrews 6:19 NCV  

Is your soul anchored to God and His eternal 

promises or to your temporal circumstances?  

I know this is a hard question right out of the 

gate! Do you know God enough to hope and trust 

in Him? 
 

Remember that in the past you were without 

Christ…You had no hope, and you did not know 

God. ~ Ephesians 2:12 NCV 
 

 “Hope, in Scripture, is not simply a wish – it is a 

confident expectation founded upon God’s prom-

ise, provision, and character.”  ~ LeRoy Bartel 
 

We must come to know God and His character if 

we are going to be able to trust Him for eternity. 
 

We must anchor in something deeper than the 

current and we must hope in something higher 

than the storm! 
 

We need to know God and to anchor our hope 

only to Him. We cannot cling to earthly outcomes 

or results of our individual storms; but, cling to 

the promises He has given us about our future. 

 

As for me, my life has already been poured out as 

an offering to God. The time of my death is 

near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have fin-

ished the race, and I have remained faith-

ful. 8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And 

the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly 

look forward to his appearing. ~ II Timothy 4:6-8  

 

We must look forward to His appearing! 
 

But they were looking for a better place, a heav-

enly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 

for them. ~ Hebrews 11:16 NCV 
 

We need to know God to trust Him if we do not 

know Him we have no hope! Who is this God we 

look to? Whose face we long to see? 
 

God is Good...Psalm 34:8 NIV  
 

God never changes...James 1:17 NCV 

His character never changes...Psalm 89:8 NCV 
  
His love never changes...Romans 8:35-37 NLT 
  
His address never changes...Psalm 11:3-4 MSG  
 

His calling does not change...Romans 11:29NIV 

 

No matter what darkness you have been 

walking through! He is not ashamed to be 

called our God as we read in Hebrews 11:16. 
 

Those who look to Him are radiant; their 

faces are never covered with shame.                       

~ Psalm 34:5  
 

If we are going to anchor our soul to 

Hope in God we must have an eternal 

perspective! 
 

Heaven is not here, it’s There. If we were given 

all we wanted here, our hearts would settle for 

this world rather than the next. God is forever 

luring us up and away from this one, wooing 

us to Himself and His still invisible Kingdom, 

where we will certainly find what we so keenly 

long for. ~ Elizabeth Elliott “Keep a Quiet Heart” 

I have found a desire within myself that no 

experience in this world can satisfy; the most 

probable explanation is that I was made for 

another world. ~ C.S. Lewis 

We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help 

and our shield. In him, our hearts rejoice, for 

we trust in his holy name. Let your unfailing 

love surround us, Lord, for our hope is in you 

alone.  ~ Psalm 33:20-22 NLT 
 

I rejoice in the hope of that glory to be         

revealed, for it is no uncertain glory that we 

look for. Our hope is not hung upon such an 

untwisted thread as "I imagine so," or "It is 

likely," but the cable, the strong tow of our 

fastened anchor, is the oath and promise of 

Him who is eternal verity. Our salvation is 

fastened with God's own hand, and with 

Christ's own strength, to the strong stake of 

God's unchangeable nature. ~ Samuel Rutherford  

 

~ My love to you, Melisa Turner 
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Despair & God’s Promises 

“To despair is to turn one’s back on God.”   

     This quote is found in the Anne of Green Gables 
movie (not the book, I double checked).  For those, 
not Anne devotees, Anne is claiming to be in the 
depths of despair after arriving from the orphanage 
and finding out the Cuthbert’s wanted a boy.  She asks 
Marilla, “Haven’t you ever been in the depths of de-
spair?” Marilla, in turn, says, “No, to despair is turn 
one’s back on God.”  I heard that again recently as the 
kids were watching it.  It caught my attention and 
stopped me.  How often do we get into a despair mode 
and mood?  Despair in the dictionary is literally “to 
lose hope”   Despair = no hope.   

     I battled with losing hope on and off last fall as my 
pregnancy with my twins progressed.  Most of my 
thoughts were directly related to fears of complications 
(real or potential) involved with the twins and fears of 
losing one or both of them.  Gratefully my fears were 
mostly unfounded.  The twins arrived December 11 at 
37 weeks exactly.  One day earlier would have meant a 
whole bunch of extra tests and most likely more time 
in the hospital.  The only complication was that the 
second twin was frank breech.  The solution, for the 
first time in my life, was an epidural, which allowed the 
doctor to manually turn her, without me feeling it. 
Now, my battle with my fears seems silly.   

     10 years ago I was pregnant with my fourth child 
and was told (by God) I would have a girl and her 
name would be Elizabeth Rose. But, I had a boy, and 
then another boy, and then another boy.  We now had 
6 kids, but not another daughter.  I was half hoping    
(I didn’t really want to deal with being pregnant again) 
and wondering if we would adopt at some point.   

     This brings me to about a year and a half ago.  I 
was pretty sure I was pregnant.  A friend shared that 
she always thought if she happened to have a girl when 
she was 50 she would name her Jubilee.  My mind im-
mediately latched onto that name.  I didn’t know 
which name I liked better (again silly, because I should 
have known I would use Elizabeth), but God, of 
course, knew I needed another name and it was time 
for me to hear it. Then we found out we were having 
twins.  And then that they were both girls.  We have 
always tried to look at the meanings of the names of 
our children using some combination of Biblical and 
family names.    

     Elizabeth Rose- is our seventh child.  Elizabeth 
means “God of the oath”, but if you look at the      
Hebrew words that make up her name you see this: 

     El = God and Sheba= seven and refers to God swear-
ing by Himself.  It also refers to completion or repeating a 
declaration seven times or in our language to swear an 
oath.  It is strongly affirming a promise and binding one-
self with seven things.  Good thing I didn’t look that part 
up until after she was born!   

     Jubilee Shoshanah- is our eighth child.  Jubilee’s name 
comes from the Jubilee year which follows every seventh 
Sabbath year (a Sabbath year occurs every 7 years).  The 
Hebrew word is a shout of joy and a signal, a long         
continuous blast from the shofar.  Following the Jewish 
calendar, you know that she was born in a Jubilee year.   

     Their middle names are almost one in the same (it    
depends on where you look), just the Hebrew and English 
versions.  Shoshanah is lily, rose or trumpet.  The root of 
Shoshanah refers to being bright, cheerful: to rejoice! 

~ Heidi Tonseth 

God wanted to prove that his promise was true to those 

who would get what he promised. And he wanted them to 

understand clearly that his purposes never change, so he 

made an oath.  These two things cannot change: God can-

not lie when he makes a promise, and he cannot lie when he 

makes an oath. These things encourage us who came to 

God for safety. They give us strength to hold on to the 

hope we have been given.  We have this hope as an anchor 

for the soul, sure and strong… ~ Hebrews 6:17-19 NCV 

 

Blossom  Book Recommendations 

The Rest of God, Restoring Your Soul by Restoring 

Sabbath ~ Mark Buchanan  

I am Strong ~ John S. Dickerson  

If: Trading Your If Only Regrets for God's What If 

Possibilities ~ Mark Batterson  

Fierce Convictions: The Extraordinary Life of         

Hannah More ?Poet, Reformer, Abolitionist                    

~ Karen Swallow Prior  

Rest Assured: A Recovery Plan for Weary Souls             

~ Vicki Courtney  

Healing for Damaged Emotions ~ David A. Seamands 
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cont. 

Peace after the Storm 

Blossom Retreat 2016 was especially meaningful for me 

this year as it marked a tangible celebration of the story I 

have shared with our attendees for several years. With 

the loss of our son Jaxson in 2012 and early miscarriage 

of a baby we call Kiwi in 2014, I have shared my story 

each step of the way and this year I was able to bring 

with me our 5-month-old miracle baby girl along for the 

retreat! 

With our theme this fall of Hope as an Anchor, God took 

me to the book of Genesis for inspiration behind how to 

wrap up the past 4 years of our story. Consider the fol-

lowing story of the flood through the eyes of your 

storm... (all scripture is taken from the ESV translation and any highlights are 

my own) 

Genesis 7:11-12 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, 

in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 

month, on that day all the fountains of the great 

deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens 

were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and 

forty nights. 
 

Everything seems fine until, BAM. Suddenly your whole 

word changes with such an intense storm bursting forth 

from the deep. You are overcome as the darkness covers 

your every waking moment. You never saw it coming 

and you will never be the same. 
 

Genesis 7:17-19 The flood continued forty days on the 

earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it 

rose high above the earth. The waters  prevailed and in-

creased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the 

face of the waters. And the waters prevailed so mightily on 

the earth that all the high mountains under the whole 

heaven were covered. 

Just when you think the storm can't go on any longer you 

realize the darkness can actually increase and prevail in 

your life. It literally seems like it can go on forever with 

no end. You are overcome with the storm and see no 

way out. 

Genesis 7:23-24 He blotted out every living thing that 

was on the face of the ground, man and animals and 

creeping things and birds of the heavens. They 

were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 

those who were with him in the ark. And the waters              

prevailed on the earth 150 days. 

Sheer destruction. At your lowest point, you feel as 

though God has abandoned you to your storm and  

 

has blotted out every thing you hold so dear. He asks 

too much, you think. He cannot possibly expect me to 

survive this! 
 

Genesis 8:1a But God remembered Noah and all      

the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in 

the ark. 
 

And he remembers you, dear reader. I promise he has 

not forgotten you. He has not abandoned you to your 

storm! It will NOT go on forever! There IS an end! 
 

Genesis 8:1b -3 And God made a wind blow over the 

earth, and the waters subsided. The fountains of the 

deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the 

rain from the heavens was restrained, and the          

waters receded from the earth continually. At the end 

of 150 days the waters had abated. 
 

God is SO GOOD. The darkness will recede. The storm 

will subside. 
 

Genesis 8:5 And the waters continued to abate until 

the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of 

the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 
 

But be patient, dear reader! Just when the wind stops 

blowing, don't count on a quick resolution. God often 

takes his time cleaning up the destruction and rebuild-

ing. He IS working even though it is a slow process to 

come up from the ashes. The time it took for the waters 

to come down after was, I'm sure, much longer than 

Noah anticipated but he waited while God restored. 
 

Genesis 8:6-9 At the end of forty days Noah opened the 

window of the ark that he had made and sent forth a 

raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up 

from the earth. Then he sent forth a dove from him, to 

see if the waters had subsided from the face of the 

ground. But the dove found no place to set her foot, 

and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were 

still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his 

hand and took her and brought her into the ark... 

Our inkling of hope must continue to sprout even as we 

wait on God's timing. Don't snuff out our reliance on 

God's goodness even if you haven't seen your prayers 

answered yet! Do not grow weary in well doing! Keep 

on, dear reader! God is not finished yet! 
 

Genesis 8:10 He waited another seven days, and again 

he sent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove came 

back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth 

was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the 

waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited 

another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did 

not return to him anymore. 
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Proof of life. After such a long wait and after such      

destruction God DID restore. He had rebuilt. He did not 

only pour out wrath but he created new life. As I read the 

story of the flood and remembered our own walk 

through such long darkness my eyes landed on what the 

dove brought back. An olive branch. I have no idea if 

there was any significance to him bringing back that 

plant. But for my husband and I, there is great rejoicing 

in seeing restoration in that olive branch because, you 

see, we named our miracle baby girl Olivia Hope. 

Olivia, derived from the word Olive, meaning peace. She 

is the peaceful end to this storm of trying to build a       

family. She is living HOPE that God, as our anchor, can 

bring us through anything. 
 

Genesis 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and 

took some of every clean animal and some of every clean 

bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
 

Do not EVER forget to honor the Lord for his goodness 

and mercy. Always remember to give him praise for  

everything he has done for you! 

~ Jana Waddell 

A Devotional Thought… 

HOPE in SUFFERING 

 

Rahab hides the spies: (Joshua 2) 

 

No wonder our hearts have melted in fear!...For 

the LORD your God is the supreme God of the 

heavens above and the earth below... “Now swear to 

me by the LORD that you will be kind to me and my 

family since I have helped you. Give me some                  

guarantee that  when Jericho is conquered, you will let 

me live, along with my father and mother, my brothers 

and sisters, and all their families.” 

“We offer our own lives as a guarantee for your 

safety,” the men agreed...Then, since Rahab’s house 

was built into the town wall, she let them down by a 

rope through the window...Before they left, the men 

told her, “We will be bound by the oath we have taken 

only if you follow these instructions. When we come 

into the land, you must leave this scarlet rope hanging 

from the window through which you let us down.  

And all your family members—your father, mother, 

brothers, and all your relatives—must be here inside 

the house.  If they go out into the street and are killed, 

it will not be our fault... “I accept your terms,” she re-

plied. And she sent them on their way, leaving the 

scarlet rope hanging from the window. 
 

In Joshua chapter 2:15 Rahab uses a cord or rope to 

lower the spies down through a window. This word for 

rope is the Hebrew word Chebel,  meaning rope but it 

also can be translated as pain, sorrow, or suffering.           
 

Rahab is saying that she is going to hang her hurt and 

fear out the window in trust of these men and their God! 
 

When the men reply to her and use the word scarlet rope 

or thread this is a different word in Hebrew, Tiqvah. 

This word does mean rope, but can be translated as hope 

or expectation! So in Joshua 2:18 the men say you must 

leave your “hope or expectation” hanging from the   

window. 
 

Rahab agrees with them in verse 21, sending them away 

and leaving the Tiqvah (hope) hanging from the window. 
 

It can often feel as though suffering, pain, and sorrow 

are all we have to count on. Yet these very things       

become the opportunity for expectation and hope!   
 

Our Suffering can become our place of Hope and  

Expectation! 
 

O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one who        
answers your prayers and cares for you. I am like a tree 

that is always green; all your fruit comes from me.”              
~ Hosea 14:8 NLT 

May you find the ability to cling to hope in the midst of 

suffering, fear or sorrow. God is your provider  - all your 

fruit comes from Him. 
 

Devote some thought to that,  ~ Melisa Turner 
 

 

For further study on this: 

www.khouse.org/articles/2011/985/print/ 

 
 

Until we meet again… 
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