
Where is Your Soul Anchored? Melisa Turner 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and strong… ~ Hebrews 6:19 NCV  

Paul’s words: But you have followed what I teach, the way I live, my goal, 

faith, patience, and love. You know I never give up.11 You know how I have 

been hurt and have suffered... I have suffered, but the Lord saved me from 

all those troubles. ~ II Timothy 3:11 

We know about God but we don’t trust in His Character. Without trust or 

knowledge of God we cannot have hope! 

“All of us, you see, have blockages in our souls that we’ve allowed and 

perhaps nurtured. False beliefs we’ve internalized as truth, to the point 

we believe them before we believe God. As a result, many of us have 

become, as Craig Groeschel puts it, Christian atheists-‘believing in God 

but living as if He doesn’t exist.’” ~ Joanna Weaver, Lazarus Awakening 

p. 86  

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because 
you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  ~ Romans 15:13 NLT 

I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart. 

    I will tell all the miracles you have done. 
2 I will be happy because of you; 

    God Most High, I will sing praises to your name. 
… 
7 But the LORD rules forever. 

    He sits on his throne to judge, 
8 and he will judge the world in fairness; 

    he will decide what is fair for the nations. 
9 The LORD defends those who suffer; 

    he defends them in times of trouble.  

Those who know the LORD trust him, 

    because he will not leave those who come to him. ~ Psalm 9:1-2, 7-10 

NCV 
 



Remember that in the past you were without Christ…You had no 

hope, and you did not know God. Ephesians 2:12 NCV 

 

 “Hope, in Scripture, is not simply a wish – it is a confident expectation 

founded upon God’s promise, provision, and character.” ( LeRoy Bartel, 

Prison Epistles: Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians p.23) 

We must know who God is, His character, not just have knowledge about 

Him if we are going to trust. 

 

Our sufferings & circumstances are not eternal! 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and strong… ~ Hebrews 6:19 NCV  

What is eternal about you and I is our soul…nothing else lasts!  

“We must anchor in something deeper than the current and we 

must hope in something higher than the storm!” ~ Melisa Turner 

 

We need to know God and we need to anchor our hope only to Him and to 

the promise He has given us about our future. 

 

O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one who answers your prayers and cares for you. 

I am like a tree that is always green; all your fruit comes from me.” ~ Hosea 14:8 NLT 

Joshua Ch. 2: 

No wonder our hearts have melted in fear! No one has the courage to fight after 

hearing such things. For the LORD your God is the supreme God of the heavens above 

and the earth below. 

12 “Now swear to me by the LORD that you will be kind to me and my family since I 

have helped you. Give me some guarantee that 13 when Jericho is conquered, you will 

let me live, along with my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all their 

families.” 



14 “We offer our own lives as a guarantee for your safety,” the men agreed. “If you 

don’t betray us, we will keep our promise and be kind to you when the LORD gives us 

the land.” 

15 Then, since Rahab’s house was built into the town wall, she let them down by a rope 

through the window.16 “Escape to the hill country,” she told them. “Hide there for 

three days from the men searching for you. Then, when they have returned, you can 

go on your way.” 

17 Before they left, the men told her, “We will be bound by the oath we have taken 

only if you follow these instructions. 18 When we come into the land, you must leave 

this scarlet rope hanging from the window through which you let us down. And all 

your family members—your father, mother, brothers, and all your relatives—must be 

here inside the house. 19 If they go out into the street and are killed, it will not be our 

fault. But if anyone lays a hand on people inside this house, we will accept the 

responsibility for their death. 20 If you betray us, however, we are not bound by this 

oath in any way.” 

21 “I accept your terms,” she replied. And she sent them on their way, leaving the 

scarlet rope hanging from the window. 

https://www.khouse.org/articles/2011/985/print/ 

When Rahab uses the word cord or rope it is a Hebrew word Chebel – meaning rope but 

also pain, sorrow, suffering 

When the men reply to her they use the word scarlet rope or thread…which means rope, 

but also can be translated hope or expectation 

So it feels as though suffering, pain and sorrow have been let down to us…and yet these 

very things become the opportunity for expectation and hope to climb out upon! 

Rope of suffering becomes our Hope and Expectation 

Job 42:5 I had only heard about you before, but now I have seen you with 

my own eyes. 

 

 “…I learned to …obey God and His promptings, then leave the outcome to Him.” (Joanna 

Weaver, LA p.126-128 and p.187) “…a steadfast endurance to have the patience not to sit 

down and accept but to take charge…will we sit down at the edge of the track in fatalistic 

https://www.khouse.org/articles/2011/985/print/


resignation? Or will we stand up and courageously master the course we’ve been 

assigned…remembering we do not run alone?” 

 

Apostle Paul says: 

As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The 

time of my death is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, and I have remained faithful. 8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the 

day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly 

look forward to his appearing. ~ II Timothy 4:6-8  

We must look forward to His appearing! 

 

Hebrews 11:10, 13-16 (faith chapter) 

10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, 

a city designed and built by God… 

13 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did 

not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and 

welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on 

earth. 14 Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a 

country they can call their own. 15 If they had longed for the country they 

came from, they could have gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better 

place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

 

We need to know God to trust Him, if we do not know Him we have 

no hope! 

Who is this God we look to? Whose face we long to see? 

God is Good  Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes 

refuge in him. ~Psalm 34:8 NIV  



He never changes Every good action and every perfect gift is from God. These good 

gifts come down from the Creator of the sun, moon, and stars, who does not change like 

their shifting shadows. ~ James 1:17 NCV 

His character never changes (Psalm 89 …faithfulness is your very character) 

His affection never changes Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? 

Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or 

hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?...No, despite all these things, 

overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. Romans 8:35 and 37 NLT 

  

His address never changes The foundations of law and order have collapsed.  What 

can the righteous do?” But the LORD is in his holy Temple the LORD still rules from 

heaven.  He watches everyone closely, examining every person on earth. ~ Psalm 11:3-4 

NLT (Message says address never changes) 

His calling of you does not change… for God’s gifts and his call are 

irrevocable. ~ Romans 11:29 NIV 

No matter what darkness you have been walking through! 

He is not ashamed to be called our God – we just read in Hebrews 

 

Hebrews 12:2 “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” 

 

Psalm 34:5 Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces are never 

covered with shame. 

 

If we are going to anchor our soul to Hope in God we need an eternal 

perspective! 



Heaven is not here, it’s There. If we were given all we wanted here, our hearts would 

settle for this world rather than the next. God is forever luring us up and away from 

this one, wooing us to Himself and His still invisible Kingdom, where we will certainly 

find what we so keenly long for. ~ Elizabeth Elliott “Keep a Quiet Heart” 

I have found a desire within myself that no experience in this world can 

satisfy; the most probable explanation is that I was made for another 

world. ~ C.S. Lewis 

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 

all men. ~ I Corinthians 15:19 

 

Landisfarne…Bishop 8th Century Britain, illustrated Gospel) 

We are not citizens of this world trying to make our way to heaven; we 

are citizens of heaven trying to make our way through this world.  That 

radical Christian insight can be life-changing.  We are not to live so as to 

earn God’s love, inherit heaven, and purchase our salvation.  All those are 

given to us as gifts; gifts bought by Jesus on the cross and handed over 

to us.  We are to live as God’s redeemed, as heirs of heaven, and as 

citizens of another land: the Kingdom of God… We live as those who are 

on a journey home; a home we know will have the lights on and the door 

open and our Father waiting for us when we arrive. That means in all 

adversity our worship of God is joyful, our life is hopeful, our future is 

secure. There is nothing we can lose on earth that can rob us of the 

treasures God has given us and will give us. ~ The Landisfarne 

The Lindisfarne Gospels, written and illuminated at the beginning of the eighth century, is one of the most 

outstanding masterpieces of early medieval European book painting. It was the creation of just one person, 

Eadfrith, who was Bishop of Lindisfarne, and is a precious testament to the tenacity of Christian belief 

during one of the most turbulent periods of British history. Costly in time and materials and superb in design, 

the manuscript is an artistic and religious world treasure. Although written in Latin, the manuscript also 

contains the oldest surviving translation of the Gospels into English, added to the manuscript around 970 

AD. 

“The Lindisfarne Gospels” and the Early Medieval World brings together historical, archaeological, 

paleographical, and theological perspectives to explore and understand the full significance of this 

magnificent undertaking. Lavishly illustrated with full-page colour reproductions of the essential pages of 

The Lindisfarne Gospels and incorporating new research on relations between the British Isles, continental 

Europe and the Near East during the early Middle Ages, this book is a fantastic resource that celebrates both 

the beauty and the historical significance of the original manuscript. 



This is the gospel.  

 

We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our shield. In him our hearts 
rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, 
for our hope is in you alone.  ~ Psalm 33:20-22 NLT 

 

I rejoice in the hope of that glory to be revealed, for it is no uncertain glory that we 
look for. Our hope is not hung upon such an untwisted thread as "I imagine so," or "It 
is likely," but the cable, the strong tow of our fastened anchor, is the oath and promise 
of Him who is eternal verity. Our salvation is fastened with God's own hand, and with 

Christ's own strength, to the strong stake of God's unchangeable nature.                                 
 ~ Samuel Rutherford (x2) 

God wanted to prove that his promise was true to those who would get what he promised. And 

he wanted them to understand clearly that his purposes never change, so he made an oath.  

These two things cannot change: God cannot lie when he makes a promise, and he cannot lie 

when he makes an oath. These things encourage us who came to God for safety. They give us 

strength to hold on to the hope we have been given.  We have this hope as an anchor for the 

soul, sure and strong… ~ Hebrews 6:17-19 NCV 


