
People often say that motivation does 
not last. Well neither does bathing-that’s 
why we recommend it daily. ~ Zig Ziglar 

 

Fill your mind with God's Word and 
you will have no room for Satan's lies. 

~ The Word for the day 

 
If you're praying about it, God is work-

ing on it. 

 
Decisions become easier when your will 
to please God outweighs your will to 
please the world. 
 
Be still in the presence of the Lord. 
Wait patiently for Him to act.   
~ Psalm 37:7 
 

In order to realize the worth of the anchor 

we need to feel the stress of the storm. 

~ Corrie ten Boom  
 

The thing that is really hard, and really 
amazing, is giving up on being perfect 
and beginning the work of becoming 
yourself. ~ Anna Quindlen  
 

The great thing to remember is that though 
our feelings come and go God’s love for us 

does not. ~ C.S. Lewis 
 

Let your religion be less of a theory and 
more of a love affair. ~ G. K. Chesterton 

 

A man who wants to lead the orchestra 

must turn his back on the crowd.                      

~ James Crook 
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2017 Events  
 

 11th Annual 

Blossom   

Spring Bazaar 

April 15, 2017 

10 AM - 2 PM 

OHS Commons               

Oroville, WA 

 Blossom Retreat 

“Altars of  

Remembrance” 

October 27 & 28, 2017 

Patterson Lake Cabins  

Sun Mountain Lodge               

Winthrop, WA 

Registration due  

Sept. 1, 2017  Cost $80 

For more information 

on any of our Events 

Contact Blossom at : 

blossom.ministries@gmail.com 

Check out our new Website: 

www.blossomministries.com 

 

 

 

Dear Readers: 
 

Spring is coming, I promise or rather 

God promises.  
 

“As long as the earth continues, 

planting and harvest, cold and hot, 

summer and winter, day and night 

will not stop.”  ~ Genesis 8:22  
 

 So I ask you then why it is that we must 

keep putting a new time on the allotted 

hours of daylight we are given each day? 

The older I get the less I like adjusting to 

Daylight Savings Time. Even in the Fall 

it is hard for me to adjust when they give 

us back the hour they stole! 
 

When told the reason for daylight  

saving time the old Indian said… 

‘Only a white man would believe that 

you could cut a foot off the top of a 

blanket and sew it to the bottom of a 

blanket and have a longer blanket.’      

~ Republic of Lakotah 
 

And now you know how I really feel! 

Seriously, whatever time it is where you 

are, remember it is the only time you 

have. Use it wisely and for God’s glory, 

that all might come to see and know the 

Light of the World. 
 

While it is daytime, we must continue 

doing the work of the One who sent 

me. Night is coming, when no one can 

work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” ~ John 9:4-5  
 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 



Be Thou My Vision 

 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 

Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.   

 

This 8th-century petition asks some hard questions of 

us? Is God my Vision? Is He Lord of my heart? Is 

"Naught" (nothing) more important to me than He is? 

Do I bring my thoughts back to Him day and night? 

Do I let His presence be a light to my path, to guide 

me and my daily decisions? 

 

Psalm 16:8 I keep the Lord before me always 

 

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no Vision (Spiritual 

Guidance), the people perish… 

 

"Your heart runs your life. If you don't attend to it,      

it still runs your life." ~ Dallas Willard  
(Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the 

course of your life. ~ Proverbs 4:23) 

 

Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

Matt 5:8 They are blessed whose thoughts are pure, 

for they will see God. (Be thou my vision...) 

 

Psalm 16:11 You will show me the way of life, grant-

ing me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of 

living with You forever. 

 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 

Verse 2 continues to challenge us to seek God first for 

all that we need and to remember that He is always 

with us, literally dwelling in us! 

 

Psalm 119:36-37 Turn my heart toward your statutes               

...Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve 

my life according to your word. 

 

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; 

 

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.  

 

Lev 26:12 I will walk among you and be your God, 

and you will be my people. 

 

Ephesians 2:22...in him you...are being built together 

to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 

I Cor 3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are 

God’s temple...that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 

Verse 3 reminds us to seek God for our true worth 

and wealth. He provides all that we need and our 

true identity. Is He truly your treasure? 
 

Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love 

of money...be content with what you have...God 

has said, “Never will I leave you…[or] forsake you. 
 

Gal 1:10 Obviously, I’m not trying to win the         

approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people 

were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant. 
 

Psalm 16:5 LORD, you alone are my inheritance, 

my cup of blessing. You guard all that is mine.  
 

Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.  
 

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 
 

"But LIFE WITH GOD is different because its 

goal is not to use God, its goal is God. He ceases to 

be a device we employ or a commodity we consume.    

Instead God himself becomes the focus of our           

desire...God would cease to be how we acquire our 

treasure, and he would become our treasure."                             

~ Skye Jethani 
 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Verse 4 reminds us of the Work God has accom-

plished on behalf of our eternity. Between now 

and then "Whatever Befalls" (Happens) we must 

keep God as our Vision and see Him as King! 
 

Isaiah 63:1 Who is this in royal robes, marching in 

the greatness of his strength? “It is I, the Lord, 

announcing your salvation! It is I, the Lord, who is 

mighty to save!” 
 

Rev 22:3-4 No longer will there be a curse upon 

anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb 

will be there, and his servants will worship him. 

And they will see his face... 
 

I Chronicles 16:11 & Psalm 105:4 Look to the 

LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 
 

Revelations 19:16 On his robe and on his thigh he 

has this name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 

~ My love to you, Melisa Turner 2 



Two Prodigals 

 Confession time.  I can be a very judgmental 

person.  I'm not proud of this.  It's something I've 

been aware of and working with God on for years 

and just when I think I've rooted out a major source I 

find another pocket full.  

 Take the story of the prodigal son for          

example.  I suppose many people identify with this 

wayward young man and to be sure when I need to 

repent, I'm grateful that my father is waiting at the 

end of the road for me with arms wide open.  But 

when I read this story I often find myself judging the 

prodigal.  What a selfish man, I think.  How could he 

act like that?  What a screw-up!  Asking for his         

inheritance before his father was dead was literally 

wishing his father WAS dead.  Demanding his          

portion before its time was irresponsible.  

 It's only been recent that I've wondered  aren't 

there really two prodigals? Wasn't the older son just 

as unappreciative of what he had as his younger 

brother who took off?  We focus on the obvious   

narrative of the "prodigal son" but there is much to 

be gleaned by reading between the lines of the story 

of his older brother.  

 Who was the older brother?  I assume he    

was like myself, also the eldest child: confident,             

responsible, organized, dependable, and...self-

righteous.  The older brother followed the rules.  Did 

what was expected of him.  Colored inside the 

lines.  And he picked up the slack left abandoned by 

his younger brother.  It isn't hard to imagine 

the judgmental thoughts he had.  Toward his younger 

brother. Toward the situation left to him to                

manage.  Toward his father.  Fill in the blanks.   

 And imagine his head literally popping off 

when his younger brother comes slinking back and 

their father THROWS A PARTY FOR HIM?  Are 

you kidding me?  It looks like his indiscretions were 

unwarranted of any punishment!  How DARE he get 

the fattened calf?  How dare he be...gulp…                 

forgiven!  When he SHOULD HAVE KNOWN 

BETTER. 

 This is the rub for me.  As I put myself in the 

older brother's shoes I realize how often I consider 

this a devout family.  A religious family.  A Chris-

tian family.  And therefore the younger brother is 

someone who should have known better than to act  

the way he did.  I look at people who are supposedly  

believers making decisions that cause the Father 

pain.  All the while I feel justified in judging them, 

pointing fingers, shaking my head.  I am the older 

son. Supposedly toeing the line and surrounded by other 

Christians who slack off.  Wow.  Just. Wow.  

 Am I the only one airing my dirty laundry 

here?  Tell me you think of other Christians the same 

way.  Don't leave me hanging out here!  Seriously...if the 

"younger brother" is an unbeliever it's more understand-

able when he does something inappropriate.  A "sinner" 

who sins.  What a shocker.  But when the "younger 

brother" is a fellow believer?  My expectations shoot 

WAY up.   The bar is set higher.  

 Thankfully the Father forgave the older son for 

judging the younger.  For propping himself up as the 

obedient one all while harboring resentment in his 

heart.  For lashing out in anger at the party.  For pouting 

in the corner for all the unfairness.  For being stubborn. 

The older son needed to "come home to the Father's 

grace" too.  This is me.  Learning to focus on my own 

walk with God instead of meddling and judging where 

anyone else is...believer or not. 

 The story of the prodigal son is a misnomer.   

There are 2 sons.  2 Prodigals.  Both in need of            

forgiveness.  Both in need of kindness.  Both in need of 

humility.  And both accepted home and rejoiced over by 

their loving Father. 

     ~ Jana Waddell 
 

“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you 

have  always stayed by me, and everything I 

have is yours.  We had to celebrate this happy 

day. For your brother was dead and has come 

back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”  

~ Luke 15:31-32 

 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

    And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

My flesh and my heart may fail, 

    but God is the strength of my heart and                    

my portion forever. ~ Psalm 73:25-26 

  

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord. 

    Every good thing I have comes from you.”                    

~ Psalm 16:2 
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Esther...Waiting on God 

Recently, I was preparing a children’s message that fell 

on Purim.  In preparing to tell the story of Esther to the 

kids, I was again thinking about Mordecai’s statement  

“Who knows but that you have come to royal position 

for such a time as this.”(Esther 4:8)    

If you know the story of Esther, you know she was able 

to save the Jewish people because she was the queen of 

the Persian  Empire.  Have you ever looked at her story 

closely? How much of the back story (History) do you 

know?   

Not long before this the Jewish people finally decided to 

obey God first and started to observe the regulations 

given by Moses.  This was not popular with the Persian 

government.  

Remember Daniel, He had served as a high-ranking    

advisor to previous Kings in both Babylon and under the 

Medes.  He lost his high position and was moved to a job 

as an attendant when the rest of the Jews followed his 

example and obeyed God first.  You now have the      

political climate when Esther became queen to a rude, 

conceited, capricious king (Esther 2).  It’s no wonder 

Mordecai didn’t want her to tell who she was. 

And then you have conniving, manipulative Haman, 

who’s ego could not stand the thought that Mordecai 

would not bow to him so much so that he sought to kill 

not only Mordecai but his entire race.   

As a side note, Haman is listed as an Agagite.                     

Remember Agag, an Amalekite king who was killed by 

the prophet Samuel? (I Samuel 15) After Haman            

convinces the King that the Jews were worthless to him 

and his kingdom, he then ensured the help of the          

populace by offering to them the possessions of the Jews 

as a reward; possessions that normally would go to the 

king. (Esther 3) 

When Esther learns of this, Mordecai reminds her, she 

will not survive just because she is in the palace and 

points out that maybe God has placed her there to save 

her people.  Esther did not run straight to the king, which 

probably would have been disastrous.  First, she spent 

three days fasting and praying, while the rest of the Jews 

in the city did the same.   

Would you want to try and sway the king after spending 

three days fasting? Here she showed her reliance on 

God.  She also showed great tact in dealing with a king  

who was unpredictable and quite changeable, while 

waiting for the right time to present her request.    

We often forget when life gets difficult where to 

turn.  We worry, stress out and panic first.  Instead, we 

should turn to God, first.  Spend the time in prayer, 

spend some time fasting and then . . . relax . . . wait . . . 

let God answer.   

Wait for God to show you what to do.                            

Wait patiently for him to answer. 

~ Heidi Tonseth 

Be still in the presence of the LORD, 

    and wait patiently for him to act. 

Don’t worry about evil people who prosper 

    or fret about their wicked schemes. ~ Psalm 37:7 

Wait patiently for the LORD. 

    Be brave and courageous. 

    Yes, wait patiently for the LORD.  ~ Psalm 27:14 

Looking for Great Resources? 

www.thriftbooks.com 

 

Blossom is always recommending books for you to read 

and buying books can get expensive. Thrift Books sells 

gently used books. Now you can start buying off the list of 

books suggested to you, plus shipping is free over $10! 

 

www.icebreakerideas.com  

 

Planning a get-together or women’s event? Try an idea 

from Icebreaker Ideas. If you want to get to know each 

other these are fun ways to break the ice! 

 

www.commonprayer.net  

 

On the go, struggling to get your devotion time in? The 

Book of Common Prayer is available online. It includes 

prayers, songs, and a Bible reading for each day! 

 

www.mathisfun.com  

 

Do you have kiddos doing homework? Math is Fun has 

the help you need in the language you can understand. 

Everything from simple grade school math to Calculus. 

Trust me it will save your sanity. Worksheets to print out 

for additional help or home school curriculum extras. 
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A Devotional Thought… 

A MOMENT OF THOUGHT 

 

Be careful what you think, because your 

thoughts run your life.  ~ Proverbs 4:23 

 

In the fourteen years that I have been writing    

A Devotional Thought, I am not sure that I have 

ever written one on the actual concept of think-

ing. A thought on thought! 

 

“When you are a Bear of Very Little Brain, and you 

Think of Things, you find sometimes that a Thing which 

seemed very Thingish inside you is quite different when it 

gets out into the open and has other people looking at it.”  

~ A.A. Milne, Winnie the Pooh 
 

So, bear with me. (Pun intended -harh, harh)  
 

Truly, friends, what do you think about? What do 

I think about? How much time is spent each day 

inside our own thoughts? It seems that we       

seldom take the time to lasso them in and really 

look them over. Be Thou My Vision suggests to us 

that God should be our best thought by day or 

night. What has to be done in order for God to 

always be our best thought, always be first in our 

thoughts? 
 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 

true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is    

excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  
 

II Corinthians10:5 We demolish arguments and every       

pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 

God, and we take captive every thought to make it          

obedient to Christ.                                                                     
 

Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not          

on earthly things. 

So often I am caught up in thinking about what 

has already happened or worried about what 

might happen. I often am not present in this      

moment or paying attention to those who share it 

with me, including God. 

I was challenged recently to Pay Attention to God 

in each moment of my day. Remembering that 

He is always with me, that He dwells in me it 

says in I Corinthians 3:16. I am often caught up 

in the producing and performing parts of life. 

Wanting to do for God instead of being with Him. 

The need for success, results, and perfection can 

create struggle instead of peacefulness.  
 

My son played a duet with a friend at a variety 

show last week. An unusual combination of      

instruments and friendship. He partnered his        

violin with a junior high aged friend who plays 

the saxophone. Star Wars “Imperial March”! The 

friend’s mother came to talk to me before the 

show and she said something very wise to me 

that God has been replaying over and over in my 

thoughts ever since: 
 

"I am really not worried about how their performance 

goes tonight. I am just so grateful they have found 

each other and have this moment." 
 

Like a wave of hot air her words fell on me. No 

more striving for success or the need to please, 

just enjoy the people and the moments we are 

given with them. Pay attention God seemed to 

echo. Alert to those who are with you and what is 

happening in this precious moment never to 

come again. Ten minutes after their performance 

no one remembered how well they did but these 

two boys will have a memory that I hope will last 

for eternity. Invest in the people and the           

moments God has given you. Pay attention to 

what you are doing and thinking about for our 

thoughts truly do run our lives.  
 

Devote some thought to that,  ~ Melisa Turner 
 

“For the week ahead:  May you practice patience,  

forgiveness, or failing that, silence. May you ignore 

nonsense and provocation. May your coffee, your  

resolve, and your wifi be strong, and may you face your 

challenges with humor, grace and chocolate when    

necessary. And always, may you notice the small       

moments of beauty.” ~ Nanea Hoffman 

sweatpantsandcoffee.com 
 

Until we meet again… 
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