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Dear Readers:
Well, hope springs eternal. Or perhaps,
it has felt like an eternity of hoping for
Spring! Either way, I have blue jeans
hanging on my clothesline, tulips leaves
sprouting from the flower bed, and the
lawn is looking suspiciously green. The
other day I caught myself wistfully
thinking about mowing my lawn, sigh.
It must have been a long, cold winter!



13th Annual
Blossom Bazaar
April 13, 2019
OHS Commons
10 AM - 2 PM

 Blossom Retreats
The changing of seasons is a welcome
change from winter to spring. Often
times though, the changing of life’s
In order to meet your
seasons is not so welcome. This newsneeds most effectively
letter finds each of the Blossom authors
we are planning two
discussing this concept in one form or
another. We would love to hear your
retreats for October.
thoughts on the subject as well. Consider
Blossom ~ Cashmere
dropping us an email, we would cherish
Oct. 11 –12, 2019
the opportunity to share life together
with you and pray over those unexBlossom ~ General
pected changes you may be facing.
Oct. 18-19, 2019

We invite you to join our online book
club, see details in the center column.
Or check out our recommended book list
on our website and send us your review.
2019 holds lots of promise...attend our
upcoming Spring Bazaar (we planned to
host it whether spring showed up or not)
Or one of our Fall retreat dates depending on your location.
Take your newsletter outside and read it
in the sunshine. This is a new season to
be grateful for and enjoy.
Now, I am off to enjoy a softball game.

Book Club - an online
book club group is
now available, please
email us if you are
interested in joining.
Our next study will be
on Victim of Grace
by Robin Jones Gunn
Contact Blossom at :
blossom.ministries@gmail.com

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team

www.blossomministries.com

“Once in a while we catch a glimpse that
what we’re doing is making a difference;
most of the time, however, we’re in the
dark. But that’s where seeds are supposed
to live.” ~ Jodi Detrick, The JesusHearted Woman, 10 Leadership Qualities
for Enduring & Endearing Influence
"So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal." ~ II Corinthians 4:18
Don’t forget: Drink Water, Get
sunlight, You’re basically a house plant
with more complicated emotions.

“The art of being happy lies in
the power of extracting happiness
from common things.”
~ Henry Ward Beecher
“In the barren places of my life I can be
assured that God is there, as He is when
life is fruitful.” ~ Elisabeth Elliot
"I came not to send peace, but a
sword." ~ Matthew 10:34
"Jesus Christ came to send a sword
through every peace that is not
based on a personal relationship to
Himself." ~Oswald Chambers,
My Utmost for His Highest
"Never compare your beginning to
someone else's middle." ~ Jon Acuff

Snowed In...

Be joyful when winter arrives and enjoy the rest
(even when it is forced upon us). Be thankful God
plans for our spiritual rest as well as physical rest.

This winter brought us an actual blizzard. The drifts
stacked up and plugged our road. The county and state
road crews couldn't keep even the highways open and
they closed HWY 2 at the top of Pine Canyon. It only
lasted a day. It took another day to dig out enough to get
to the highway.

Who's ready for spring? or maybe you're entering
winter. Whatever your season Give thanks in all
circumstances. And now for what might be my
favorite verse right now.
Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing
has come. ~ Song of Songs 2:12

Two days, not much time, but for me it was fun. I enjoyed seeing another blizzard. Yes, I know, I'm probably
one of the few. We spent much of the morning reading
to the kids and otherwise just being together. Now, I'm
looking forward to spring. I'm excited to get back outside, planning for the garden and starting plants, fixing
up the chicken pen and getting new chicks.

~ Heidi Tonseth
Heidi’s article above reminded me of this excerpt
from But God...A Doctrine of Hope (Ch. 1)

In some ways, I feel like I've been snowed in—in my life
these last few years. I've struggled with extreme fatigue;
my mind has been foggy and my body just hasn't wanted
to function probably. It has taken extra effort to just
force my mind to think and function enough just to handle one day. Planning for anything was a major undertaking. Even figuring out what I needed to pick up for
groceries was almost impossible. I love having my twins
(twins are the coolest), but the toll it took on my body
has been hard to accept. As my body is healing, I feel
like I'm coming to spring. I'm excited about what's coming instead of just trying to survive.

Keep Your Song in the Dark...
In Acts 16:22-34 is the story of Paul and Silas who
have been beaten and imprisoned.

Then Paul and Silas were thrown into jail, and
the jailer was ordered to guard them carefully. 24 When he heard this order, he put them
far inside the jail and pinned their feet down

between large blocks of wood. 25 About midnight

The blizzard made me think about my response to the
last few years. It hasn't been very good.

Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs
to God as the other prisoners listened.

~ Acts 16:23-25

I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 says:
Be joyful always;
pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances.

Yet, they sing praise to God.

Instead of being joyful and giving thanks, I spent a lot of
time grumbling and frustrated because of what I couldn't
do. I will admit I did a lot of praying, but it was more
along the lines of "Lord, help me get across the room"
because I didn't have the strength or energy to do it. I
honestly tried to be thankful and at times I succeeded,
but my focus kept returning to the same old round of "I
can't."
There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under heaven. ~ Ecclesiastes 3:1

“Paul and Silas did not interpret God by their
circumstances…No matter what our experience,
the truth about God is always true. Jesus has
risen. We have a God in heaven, a loving heavenly
Father who longs for us to be in His family. We
have a Lord who never leaves us or forsakes us…
Keep your song no matter how dark your night or
how grievous your hurt.”
~ George O. Wood,
Acts: The Holy Spirit at work in the Believers

God sends us seasons in our lives. The summer growth
phase is always exciting. We revel in the changes and
gathering in new experiences. But there are seasons for a
reason. We need winter, too. Winter gives us time for
rest. It allows time for our hearts and minds to catch up
and solidify the lessons we have learned.

As Heidi so beautifully shared—whatever your
season, Give Thanks and Keep singing.

~ Melisa Turner
But God...A Doctrine of Hope
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Surrender Daringly...to this Season
I recently had the great privilege to speak on
the above topic at a local MOPS (Mother’s of
Preschoolers) group, fearlessly lead in part by
our own Jana Waddell. I love MOPS, it was a
huge part of my early parenting years and I
was astounded to see how quickly one can go
from being a MOPS mom to being a Mentor
Mom! Life moves fast my friends.
“After surrender - what? The whole of the life
after surrender is an aspiration for unbroken
communion with God.” ~ Oswald Chambers,
My Utmost for His Highest (Sept 13)
Relationships with anyone, not just God,
require communion, communication, and
deliberate interaction! It is intentional. I have
often been quoted in saying that
“I became a parent on purpose!”
Choosing to parent is a kind of surrender. A
Daring Surrender to choose a life you have
not led before. But, to surrender daringly
means to continue to choose this change even
when it is difficult or perhaps takes unexpected turns or ask of you things you had not
thought you would need to do or sacrifice.
Surrender is associated with defeat, but a
daring surrender is calculated, strategic, it
means you have a plan. You made the choice,
you dove into the pool, you weren’t pulled in.
Think about that word picture, the difference
between a graceful dive and being shoved
overboard is what makes surrender daring. It
is all about the attitude, it is either a gracious
accepting or it is flailing resistance.
Intentional parenting involves letting go of
what works with one child or in a past season,
what you thought motherhood would be like,
what you hoped would change or wish hadn’t
changed. This is the definition of intentional
living: daring to surrender to what today
holds for you without holding on to the past
and what cannot be changed or re-grasped.
The season of Fall offers some favorite advice:
“The leaves are about to show us
how lovely it is to let things go.”
Hanging on to the past, to hurts, to the way
you thought it would be robs all the joy out of

the current season. And when seasons overlap
too long or we refuse to let go, damage can be
done. Early snow causes tree limbs to break.
“That’s what happens when a snow comes early.
The trees weren’t designed to face snow before
releasing their leaves. They weren’t made to
carry more than they should. And neither are
we…[we women, like the trees, need to] prepare
for winter. She can’t embrace winter until she
has let go of fall…a woman can’t carry the weight
of two seasons simultaneously. In the violent
struggle of trying, she will miss every bit of joy
each season promises to bring.” Lysa
Terkeurst , Embraced, 100 Devotions (#24)
Jodi Detrick from her book the Jesus-Hearted
Woman gives some advice on this topic as well.
She describes “visiting a Butterfly House and
upon entering there is a little room with two
doors and a sign that reads ‘Be sure to close the
door behind you before opening the door in front
of you so the butterflies don’t get out.’…if we
don’t close the door to the past we will lose the
beauty and wonder of the space before us.” (299)
Finally, the Apostle Paul weighs in on surrender.
He wrote a letter to the people who live in
Philippi, and he explains to them that he strives
to reach his goal, but he isn’t perfect and hasn’t
got there yet…
“…I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the
goal…” Phil. 3:13-14 NIV
To surrender daringly, we have to keep pressing
on. We must keep choosing this season, this day.
I urge you to let go of yesterday, of hurts, of unmet expectations and dive into what today offers
you and your family. Close doors so that you can
open others, and get all the joy this season
offers. Forgetting what is behind…press on!

~ My Love to You, Melisa Turner
Are there things you are struggling to let go of?
Wrestling with the way it should have been?
Do you need to daringly surrender your old plan
3 for God’s new one?

really is, "do I believe God is good?" If I always feel
like I'm at the bottom of the list, the last one in line,
the least one, I end up defending myself, pushing my
way to prove something, hoarding my blessings, and
being jealous whenever someone else is ahead of me.

Which Tree Are You?
The ladies of our local church had the privilege and
fun of a ladies night out not long ago hosted by a
neighboring church in our fellowship and the guest
speaker was a name I recognized from college...turns
out we lived on the same dorm floor my Freshman
year!

I don't like who I am when this happens. Rebekah
was dead on: there's no pruning this ugly fruit.
There's only healing this little girl’s heart who is
convinced her life is built on lack.

As I sat listening to what she shared I felt bad for fiddling with my cell phone while she spoke...actually I
was furiously texting myself practically everything she
said because I didn't bring pen and paper with me and
everything coming out of her mouth was pure gold! I
didn't want to miss a thing. She had a board behind
her with drawings of two trees and I've asked the
speaker, Rebekah Metteer if I could share with you...

Consider the parable of the master who gave away 3
sets of talents in Matthew 25. When the servants
came back to attest of what they did with what the
Master entrusted them the first 2 said, "Master you
gave me (5 and 3) talents..." but the third servant
who hid his talent started with, "Master I know you
are a hard man who reaps what he does not sow..."
What do I believe at my core? That my God gives to
me or that my God takes from me?

Which tree characterizes your life better: a tree of
resentment or a tree of contentment? The truth might
surprise you. My gut reaction was to say contentment
just because I don't usually feel like I need more stuff
in my life. No, I'm not always happy with stuff going
on but I wouldn't have said I was resentful either.
Until Rebekah started discussing the fruit of a
resentment tree:

I'd rather have a life characterized by P-L-E-N-T-Y!
Believing God to be my provider and full of love and
grace for me. Then I'll have a tree filled with contentment for who I am and what I have. Gone will
be the desire to control and manipulate everything
around me because I'm confident that God has my
back. What kind of fruit comes from that heart?

selfishness, stinginess, self-comfort, addiction (in my
case, food addiction), anger, retaliation, and offense
among other undesirable qualities. Sigh.

The fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. ~ Galatians 5:22-23

Suddenly I saw so much more rotten fruit in my heart
than I cared to admit. So I'm feeling instantly defensive and ashamed but she continues by saying once we
see this fruit in our lives we are apt to ask God to
prune it off of us. After all, it should be removed,
right? But here's the kicker...and something I wouldn't
have really understood before moving to an agricultural county: you DON'T prune bad fruit if you don't
want it to come back! You have to root the tree completely out!

Needless to say, I won't be forgetting Rebekah's tree
picture anytime soon and since I'm a visual person
this is a great way for me to analyze my attitudes as
they come up...what is the root of this emotion?
What do I believe about God? Will I let him root
this out of me so His fruit can flourish? This sanctification takes a lifetime but I'm here for it. Because
when I get to the end of my life I want to hear what
the Master says in the Matthew 25 parable: "Well
done, good and faithful servant."

Speaking of roots...how did I get a resentment tree in
the first place? Oh, there's lots of words she had
written in the roots of the resentment tree: loneliness,
shame, rejection, abandonment...but the one she
camped out on...the one that really got me was four
little letters: L-A-C-K.
Do I believe God is keeping things from me? Do I
think he purposefully lets me go without to punish
me? Do I feel like I give and give but never get anything in return? Do I end up scrapping and fighting
for my position in this world? At its core the question

~ Jana Waddell
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If you would like more information on the heart of
Rebekah's Mindset Makeover I highly recommend
you head over to Amazon.com and purchase a copy
of her Psalm 23 Bible study I grabbed that night.
And a little birdie told me another study might be
materializing someday on the parable of the 2 trees
so stay tuned for that!

A Devotional Thought…

A continual reminder that God’s Word is not
meant to be purely informational, but relational.
What I find hidden in the Bible should draw me
ever closer to the Living Word it represents. It is
not a self-help manual, it is not a list of rules or
principles to live by, all though both of these
concepts exist within its pages. The Bible reveals
to us who God is.

KNOW GOD NOT JUST ABOUT HIM
Cry out for wisdom, and beg for understanding.
4

Search for it like silver, and hunt for it like hidden
treasure. 5 Then you will understand respect for

the LORD, and you will find that you know God.

Third, I am thrilled to tell you that I have
also recently completed the book I have been
writing But God...A Doctrine of Hope! (Pray
with me on the next steps?!) From the introduction to
the final page it is my personal discovery of who
God is, His goodness, His true character qualities. God longs to introduce Himself to each of us
just as He did to Moses. (see above Exodus 34:6)

~ Proverbs 2:3-5
There is a very great difference between
knowing God and knowing about God. This
concept keeps coming to the forefront of my
life this season.
First, I was recently given the honor of
addressing the twenty-something crowd with
advice to help live the next twenty years.* No
pressure to be wise, ha! I knew what I wished
someone had shared with me two decades ago
and I quickly and urgently wrote out four
quick pieces of advice. The fourth one being:

Finally, The Journey points us to an
additional resource With, Reimagining the
Way You Relate to God by Skye Jethani.***
“But LIFE WITH GOD is different because its
goal is not to use God, its goal is God...In other
words, God would cease to be how we acquire our
treasure, and he would become our treasure.”
(Jethani, p.102-103)

Search God’s Word to Know Him, not to learn
about Him. Let Him introduce Himself to you.
The LORD passed in front of Moses and said,

Devote some thought to that,

“I am the LORD. The LORD is a God who shows

~ Melisa Turner

mercy, who is kind, who doesn’t become angry
quickly, who has great love and faithfulness…

* Special thanks to my dear friend Mrs. Charity
Rattray for giving me the opportunity to speak
into young lives and remind myself what is truly
important to how I live. To read the full article:
https://mrscharityrattray.com/2019/02/08/deartwenty-something-melisa-turner/

~ Exodus 34:6
Second, I was invited to join an online
spiritual discipline study. The Journey**
created by a friend and mentor Gail Johnsen
is information that has greatly shaped my life
and spiritual growth. This is not my first go
round with this material and yet I knew it
was time to dig in once again.

**Information on The Journey can be found at
http://www.keepingcompanywithjesus.com/
journey/index.html

Week #2 into the material and Gail says:
“But Jesus...came to give us Himself.”

***Skye Jethani, a quick video on WITH:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj-2NfUKpik

“You search the Scriptures because you think
they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point
to me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive

Until we meet again…

this life. ~ John 5:39-40 NLT
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