
 

 
 

Dear Readers: 

 

This year of 2020 seems to have dawned 

with some surprises, some uncertainties.  
 

For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.  

~ Jeremiah 29:11 NIV 
 

We are planning some new brave things 

ourselves. Fall retreat will be held at a 

new venue this year, be looking for   

details in the July newsletter. For now 

please save the date on your calendar. 
 

As we assembled this newsletter a theme  

seemed to emerge. Let us encourage you 

to know who God is. To know who you 

are in Him, and please do not be afraid 

of those things that are outside of  those 

two categories. 
 

But the LORD rules forever.         

He sits on his throne to judge,  and 

he will judge the world in fairness; he 

will decide what is fair for the  

nations.  The LORD defends 

those who suffer; he defends them 

in times of trouble. Those who 

know the LORD trust him, because 

he will not leave those who come to 

him. ~ Psalm 9:7-10 NCV 

 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 

"Truth is the property of no                    

individual but is the treasure of all 

men.” ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson  

The cure to an overwhelmed life is         

a daily overdose of Scripture.                               

~ Ann Voskamp 

Let God work the night shift.                

Don’t spend another sleepless night  

trying to solve all your problems. 

“Come with me by yourselves to             

a quiet place and get some rest.”               

~ Mark 6:31 

I want to be like a caterpillar.         

Eat a lot. Sleep for a while.             

Wake up beautiful.  

“…those who experience deep joy 

don’t run from what ails them, but may 

even lean into it while keeping their  

focus on Christ.” ~ Jennifer Ervig, 

When My Mind Winds Up  

"I thought it was more important to do 

the "cool thing" than to do the thing I 

loved. I needed everyone else's                

approval since I didn't have my own… 

You know what's brave? Giving your-

self permission to do the thing you 

want to do, to like whatever you want 

to like." ~ Annie F. Downs,                        

100 Days to Brave  
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2020 Events  
 

 14th Annual            

Blossom Bazaar 

CANCELLED             

Watch for Info on our 

Vendors on Facebook 

 

 Fall Retreat 

October 23-24, 2020 

Peniel Ranch 

Okanogan, WA 

This is a new location 

~ details to come! 

 

Book Club - currently 

available on Facebook                

Present Over Perfect  

by Shauna Niequist 

Never too late to join in 

the conversation.              

Like our FB page, and       

request to join our 

Book Club Group.  

 

Contact Blossom at : 

blossom.ministries@gmail.com 

www.blossomministries.com 

 



One Thing I Know... 
Many years ago now I started to tell a joke to my mom 

and my sister in response to a conversation we were hav-

ing. I began by saying “One thing I know…” and then I 

paused to run over the joke in my head to ensure that I 

would accurately recite it. I paused too long and in the 

uncomfortable silence that followed they both began to 

giggle at my apparent lack of knowledge. In having 

nothing to say I knew one less thing than I had promised. 

One minus one does not add up to much! This has now 

become a running joke within my family. 

 

A few Christmas seasons ago I was walking between my 

home office in one end of the house to the kitchen to 

write down some items on my shopping list. I was          

talking out loud to myself, which is my habit, and I had 

two fingers on my left hand raised to help my memory. 

As I walked through the family room on my way to       

record my list I said to myself “I know two things.”  

(Meaning that I knew two items I needed to not forget to 

write down on my list.) My children overheard my    

conversation with myself and my son called out “Good 

job Mom. Now you know two things!” 

 

We ALL now have learned two things. I am surrounded 

by comedians, and if you want excellent advise I  

recommend talking to yourself. I bring all of this to your 

attention because of the importance of remembering 

what we know to be true. In all seriousness, I know 

much more than two things. But how often do I live and 

make decisions by the truths I know?  

 

I have been writing a book about the things I know to be 

true about God. You are probably aware of this, as I 

write about writing often. I speak about this book often. I 

quote from this book when I speak. As I edit and revise I 

also relive the experiences that inspired my part of what 

I like to call My But God Story. The places in my life 

where God has interjected. 

 

But God...A Doctrine of Hope is full of the things I have 

learned about God that are true. They remain true even 

when I am reliving a less than positive experience from 

my past. God remains unchanging regardless of my past, 

current, or future circumstances. That God is unchanging 

is the first thing I know! 

 

Every good action and every perfect gift is from God. 

These good gifts come down from the Creator of the sun, 

moon, and stars, who does not change like their shifting 

shadows. ~ James 1:17 NCV 

 

 

 

I also know that God is always available to me. He is 

always home, on the throne, in power. God will always 

have the ability to act on my behalf and for my benefit. 

That is the second thing I know. 

 

The foundations of law and order have collapsed.               

What can the righteous do? But the Lord is in his holy 

Temple the Lord stills rules from heaven. He watches 

everyone closely, examining every person on earth.                 

~ Psalm 11:3-4 NLT 

I am about to wow you with a third thing I know...God’s 

affection is constant, as unchanging as His character. 

Not only is His love never ending it is also offered out 

of no obligation. God actually likes me and you. He 

wants to be in relationship with us. This is another thing 

I know to be true but can often find very hard to believe 

and / or rely on. 

And I pray that you and all God’s holy people will have 

the power to understand the greatness of Christ’s love—

how wide and how long and how high and how deep 

that love is.  Christ’s love is greater than anyone can 

ever know, but I pray that you will be able to know that 

love. Then you can be filled with the fullness of God.      

~ Ephesians 3:18-19 NCV 

God wants to be in relationship with you and I. He 

wants to be the treasure of our soul. He knows that He is 

the one who provides everything we need. He would 

like very much for us to draw near and know that too.  

O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one who       

answers your prayers and cares for you. I am like a tree 

that is always green; all your fruit comes from me.”             

~ Hosea 14:8 NLT 

I know that God is my true provider but I can often    

forget this while I am busy striving to provide for      

myself. While I am out trying to solve all the dilemmas 

of the world I also can be come isolated and afraid. Then 

I am easily left without hope.  

But I have hope when I think of this: 22 The LORD’s love 

never ends; his mercies never stop. 23 They are new 

every morning; LORD, your loyalty is great. 24 I say to 

myself, “The LORD is mine, so I hope in him.”                       

~ Lamentations 3:21-24 NCV  

As I said before I highly recommend talking to yourself. 

Tell yourself the truths you know about God. 

~ My love to you, Melisa Turner 
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The Nuance of Loving Your Neighbor 

 

You probably haven't heard.  You're likely in the 

dark. I'll let you in on a secret: it's a presidential 

election year. Obviously I jest. Wait! Wait!  Don't 

close the newsletter!  Don't groan.  I just want to 

talk about how to navigate an election year as a 

godly woman because let's face it: if there is any-

thing we can do to learn from the drama of 2016 

it might be how to engage an election year with 

kindness and....drum roll please: Nuance. 
  

In other words, we've GOT to remember how 

complicated and individualized people and issues 

are.  The news media loves to divide us and re-

enforce sides and unfortunately, we've fallen for 

it!  Our thinking has become black and white, all 

or nothing, us vs them.  Add to that our tendency 

toward cancel culture and we've got a real mess. 

If you aren't familiar with that term, cancel cul-

ture is when we dismiss a person or organization 

entirely when they do or say something that is 

not in line with how we think.  The problem is we 

humans are uniquely made in God's image so we 

cannot expect others to share our exact thoughts 

and values precisely the way we do.  I'll give you 

an example: 
  

I recently came across some statistics from the 

respected Barna research group that showed dif-

ferences in voting patterns between white, pro-

life evangelicals and African-American, pro-life 

evangelicals.  Both groups are pro-life but the 

way each group ranks pro-life legislation is dif-

ferent...nuanced if you will.  African American 

evangelicals tend to vote more for candidates in-

volved in social welfare programs than candi-

dates who work more in pro-life legislation sim-

ply because they rank those issues of higher con-

cern than anti-abortion bills.  I, on the other 

hand, tend to vote the opposite BUT is either bet-

ter than the other?  Wouldn't most of us Blossom 

readers agree that both sets of issues are of 

Godly concern? The prophet Isaiah pleads for 

both cases in chapter 1:17 Learn to do right; seek    

justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause 

of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 

  

I think what hurts my heart is that we tend to 

get cocooned with like-minded people and ulti-

mately that contributes to the polarizing of our 

society: insisting that the person we talk to agree 

with every NUANCE of our values. It simply       3 

isn't going to happen! But when we start talking 

about our stories and how we are informed we 

might find a lot more places to agree.  After the 

2016 election, a family member called me to  

sincerely ask how and why I'd voted the way I 

did.  This person didn't judge but simply sought 

to understand.  It was one of the best political 

conversations I've ever had because the basis of 

the conversation wasn't to accuse or persuade.   

It was to understand.   
 

Friends, let's set the bar MUCH higher this      

political season.  Instead of letting fear chase our 

heels let's humble our hearts and seek to listen.  
 

 The LORD is for me, so I will have no fear. What 

can mere people do to me? --Psalm 118:6 NLT 
 

Now is a good time to cultivate the practice of 

resting in the presence of Jesus and letting his 

peace conquer our fear!  Now is a good time to 

practice asking someone who has a different 

point of view WHY they think the way they do. 

There's usually a personal story behind their 

passion that can be empathized with even if we 

ultimately don't agree and nobody changes their 

mind.  The conversation will be more compas-

sionate in the end.   
 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 

mouths, but only what is helpful for building oth-

ers up according to their needs, that it may bene-

fit those who listen. --Ephesians 4:29 NIV   
 

Most importantly, now is the time to let our faith 

be the beacon of hope in our world.  With political 

power in limbo and viruses running rampant it's 

easy to fear the end of the world is nigh!  “Fear 

not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleas-

ure to give you the kingdom. ~Luke 12:32 ESV 
 

Whatever God's timetable, ..."He controls the 

course of world events; He removes kings and sets 

up other kings.  He gives wisdom to the wiser and 

knowledge to the scholars. ~Daniel 2:21 NLT   
 

There is ultimately no Us and Them.  I promise 

that no matter the outcome of these hard things 

God is GOOD and God is still in control.  
   

The second is equally important: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is 

greater than these.” --Mark 12:31 NLT 
 

~ Jana Waddell 



 

Have you ever thought about that? God knew  

us (in every way imaginable) before He created 

this world. Before the earth was formless and 

void (Gen 1:2). We are so important to Him He 

had us planned. He knew us and all the         

circumstances and difficulties that got us 

where we are. Even though he knew all the 

nasty, horrible sinful thoughts and desires we 

have, He chose us. He knew our fears. And in 

spite of everything, He knew we would be His. 

Knowing this we can  conclude we are not a 

mistake or chance happening. He wanted us, 

just as we are.  
 

We are free. Free from the sin and slavery of 

this world. Also, we are free from condemna-

tion. Christ has set us free.  
 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. Galatians 5:1 
 

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free 

in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.            

Romans 8:2 
 

We are a new creation (in Christ)  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new  

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

We are forgiven and redeemed.  

In him we have redemption through his blood,  

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace, Ephesians 1:7 
 

...in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness  

of sins. Colossians 1:14 
 

There are so many other options, loved,          

beloved, accepted, glorified, healed, justified. 

The list is almost endless. So, next time you 

are feeling insignificant and worthless. Start 

thinking about who you are in Christ. And, 

make a list.  
 

Finally, let me leave you with one more verse. 
 

I have loved you with an everlasting love;           

therefore, I have continued my faithfulness to 

you. Jeremiah 31:3 
 

YOU ARE LOVED 

~ Heidi Tonseth  

Who I am in Christ? 

 

I have noticed lately a number of comments on 

who we are in Christ, or maybe it is just me. 

Awhile back I started writing some of these 

down. So, I thought I would share some of what 

I have. We all seem to need reminding on this. 
 

We see it on posters, movies like Overcomer, 

songs (I am thinking of Remind Who I Am by 

Jason Gray), just for starters. The struggle to 

remember who we are, has an effect on self-

esteem, depression, our sense of panic when 

our world seems turned upside down. Let's 

start right at the beginning: 
 

We are created. We are not just created but 

planned for - to do and be just where and what 

we are. God not only created man and woman, 

male and female but created us in His image.  
 

So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female 

he created them. Genesis 1:27 
 

Also, he planned for and created each of us just 

as we are. We are fearfully (remarkably, awe-

somely) and wonderfully made.  
 

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted 

me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.       

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it 

very well. My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, intricately 

woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw 

my unformed substance; in your book were  

written, every one of them, the days that were 

formed for me, when as yet there was none of 

them. Psalm 139:13-16 
 

He knew us before the creation of the world.  

He chose us.  
 

He chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love, he predestined us for adop-

tion as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 

the purpose of his will. Ephesians 1:4-5 
 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and ap-

pointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

John 15:16a 
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A Devotional Thought… 

 

REPENT & WASH YOUR HANDS 
 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to 

you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded.   

~ James 4:8 NKJV 

We live in unprecedented times. I can safely 

assume that the vast majority of our Blossom 

readership did not live through the last pan-

demic of 1918. I know this is the first toilet  

paper shortage I have lived through. People do 

weird things when they are afraid that is for 

sure. I also know that God still draws near to 

those that draw near to Him. And it is our      

responsibility to cry out on behalf of those 

around us. God says  “if My people who 

are called by My name will humble themselves, 

and pray and seek My face, and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 

will forgive their sin and heal their land.”       

(II Chronicles 7:14) Even though our world is 

changing rapidly our God has not changed at 

all! He still heals. He still saves. He still   

delivers. He still redeems. He is still kind and 

full of tender mercy.  
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender 

mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

~ Psalm 103:1-5 
 

We have the privilege of being called by His 

name and the ability to call on His name, to 

draw near to the one who can heal and forgive. 

Love is in the air,  

but so is the flu, wash your hands. 
 

Devote some thought to that,   

~ Melisa Turner 
 

Many of us are currently dealing with anxiety. Some 

of us deal with anxious thoughts all the time regardless 

of what is happening around us. I recommend this 

book to those who struggle, and please know you are 

never alone. ~ Melisa Turner 
 

Book Review 
When My Mind Winds Up by Jennifer Ervig 

 

 The first step to overcoming anxiety is to be 
willing to admit you struggle. Ervig says “I promise 
you will be locked in the grip of your anxiety prison 
unless you start becoming totally…honest.”  
 

 Anxiety can be hard to define as it can look so 
different from one person to another. I used to think of 
myself as an angry person. As I have grown older and 
matured I can see now how often what made me feel 
frustration were the places I felt great anxiety. I have 
developed ways to manage and balance my life, my 
schedule, my reactions and I have learned to be very, 
very self-aware. “Taking these steps is important     
because self awareness leads to clarity and health.”  
 

 All of these tools, skills, and practical applica-
tions are explored by Ervig in order to help you find 
your best self. Some of those options for overcoming 
are found in service to others. Jen says “…the key to 
overcoming anxiety and depression is to focus on 
anyone but you.”  
 

 Jennifer has a very personable and conversa-
tional writing style. You easily hear her voice and    
respond to her unique sense of humor. When My 
Mind Winds Up is to the point and pulls no punches. 
Each chapter is written with the goal in mind of finding 
freedom from anxiety and always points the reader to 
Jesus. “…those who experience deep joy don’t run 
from what ails them, but may even lean into it while 
keeping their focus on Christ.” 
 

 Ervig clearly tells us in a youthful and fresh 

way that anxiety doesn’t have to plague our lives,   

Jesus has the answers. 

 

Until we meet again… 
 

“‘“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 the LORD make his face shine on you 

    and be gracious to you; 

the LORD turn his face toward you 

    and give you peace.”’  ~ Numbers 6:24-26 
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