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2018 Events
Dear Readers:
I feel like I need a t-shirt that says
“I survived the first half of 2018”!
This year has been one busy, wild ride.
I totally broke my own Sabbath rule work from your rest, not rest from your
work. (See quote on p. 3 of this newsletter) My brains became mashed potatoes
and I had to rest, like, lazy rest. Then I
rested to work. I feel like I am waking
up from “a long winter’s nap”.
So here we are, it is July already and
time to think about the second half of
our year. Our fall Blossom Retreat will
be here before we know it, and with it
comes football season, chilly nights,
school supplies, moving into the
dorms...Pinch yourself, don’t blink, life
moves so fast!
I hope you take a deep breath and then
go lay in your hammock. I hope you
check things off your bucket list you
didn’t know were on it! For example I
have seen my shadow wearing antenna,
BEST THING EVER! Be silly, laugh,
get stuck in a tree while in a kayak
(wait, what?) Long story, tell you later.
God is so good and He is always with
us. The truth is always the truth even
when it is summer, even when we are
tired or afraid, even if this season isn’t
what we thought it would be.
“...I have taken care of you from your



Blossom Retreat

“Faith Prompts”
So we keep on praying
for you, asking our God
to enable you to live a
life worthy of his call.
May he give you the
power to accomplish all
the good things your
faith prompts you to do.
~ II Thessalonians 1:11
NLT

October 19 & 20, 2018
Patterson Lake Cabins
Sun Mountain Lodge

Winthrop, WA
Registration due
Sept. 1, 2018 Cost $80
Retreat Registration
forms available on our
Website:
www.blossomministries.com

birth. Even when you are old, I will be
the same…” ~ God (Isaiah 46:3-4)
~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team

Contact Blossom at :
blossom.ministries@gmail.com

"My goal is God Himself, not joy nor
peace, Nor even blessing, but Himself, my
God." ~ Oswald Chambers, My Utmost
For His Highest
Don’t judge each day by the harvest
you reap, but by the seeds you plant.
– Robert Louis Stevenson
“...the best thing I can offer to this
world is...a well-tended spirit, a wise
and brave soul.” ~ Shauna Neiquist,
Present Over Perfect
“...‘Behold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom, And to depart from
evil is understanding.’ ” ~ Job 28:28
The problem with living sacrifices is
they keep crawling off the altar.
~ Nancy Campbell
Oh, send out Your light and Your
truth! Let them lead me; Let them
bring me to Your holy hill
And to Your tabernacle. ~ Psalm 43:3
In the Gospel we need have no
identity crisis. We know who we are!
~ Barbara Hughes, Disciplines of a
Godly Woman
Lord, you are my God. I honor you
and praise you, because you have
done amazing things. You have
always done what you said you
would do; you have done what you
planned long ago. ~ Isaiah 25:1

Muttering, Murmuring, Ready for Anything

Chosen
This spring I (Melisa) was given the amazing
privilege to speak for the 15th Annual Almira
Coulee Hartline Ladies Retreat! A tremendous honor, as I am almost from there, a
hometown girl. But, also, because I was asked
to speak on one of my favorite topics, Chosen,
based on our Blossom key verse.

I want to share two tidbits that I have been
thinking about lately. The first involves being
ready and willing to do what God asks. The
second deals with muttering and murmuring.
Are you ready for anything? As Christians, we
need to be ready for anything.

You did not choose me, but I chose you

I recently re-read one of my favorite missionary
biographies, Evidence Unseen by Darlene Diebler
Rose. In her forward, she talks about a Roman
coin depicting an ox facing an altar and a plow.
It represented the ox being ready for either
sacrifice or to work. She uses the description in
reference to her fellow missionaries.

and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit
that will last. ~ John 15:16a
Our time together was broken up into three
main sessions: Chosen, Chosen to be YOU,
and Chosen for Influence. Following the pattern I used last fall after our Blossom retreat,
I will give you a brief summary of the sessions
here in our newsletter. I will also post three
blogs at pollinatinggrace.wordpress.com so
that I can share more from each session.

Darlene served in the Dutch East Indies prior to
WWII, being the first white woman to see the
interior New Guinea. She was also interred in a
POW camp during WWII. After WWII, she
returned to the states for a time before resuming
her work in New Guinea

Why we are chosen is crucial to our understanding that we are chosen. We must realize
and believe that God chose us because He
loves us! My daughter loves Christmas Hallmark movies, she has 27 of them saved in her
Netflix account. There is something satisfying
about the predictability of a Hallmark movie.
God’s love for you and me is like a Christmas
Hallmark romance.

So, are you ready for anything? Are you ready
to throw yourself wholly into the work God has
called you to? Are you ready to give you very life
if that is what is required? We need to pursue,
train, prepare and DO the work. All the while
relying on Christ to guide and strengthen us for
the work required.

“The Christmas story - it begins in the beginning, this love story that's been coming for you
since the beginning. It begins with the always
coming of Christ. Christ, who is there in the
beginning, the voice calling out of darkness,
an echo in cosmic emptiness, speaks it by the
commanding word of His mouth: Let there
be...No matter your story before, this is your
beginning now: you were formed by Love...for
love." ~ Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift,
Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas

Muttering and Murmuring is a good thing.
If you didn’t already quit reading, let me finish.
We’ll start off with one of my favorite Psalms.
Psalms 1 (specifically verse 2)
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
Meditate doesn't mean to just think about it. And it
definitely doesn't mean to empty your mind. The
word translated as meditate here means to mutter,
or murmur. It requires a verbal action. We need to
make vocal God’s word, by saying it not just
reading it. Commit verses or passages to memory
for easy recall and repetition during the busy day.
In prayer, mutter God's words back to him, along
with your praise, thanksgiving, and requests.

~ Heidi Tonseth

Can you grasp the predictability of God’s
love?
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being
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rooted and established in love, 18 may have power,

together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ, ~ Ephesians 3:16-18
We are chosen and this is founded on God’s
love and backed up by His unchangeable
character!
See what great love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God! And
that is what we are! ~ I John 3:1
We are chosen by God, and because God does
not change, He also does not change His mind
or His love.
…for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.
~ Romans 11:29
We have the freedom to separate our performance from our title as a child of God.
“…When a child fails, he will be grieved
because he has hurt his parents, and he will
be corrected and disciplined. But he is not
afraid of being thrown out. His basic
confidence is in belonging and being loved,
and his performance does not change the
stability of his position.” ~ David Seamands

convinced that this is not so, remember your own
conviction is not required. This is a commandment. Your worth has already been established,
even when you are not working. The purpose of
the commandment is to woo you to the same
truth.” ~ Barbara Brown Taylor,
An Altar in the World
...We are to work from our rest, not rest from
our work...Fruitfulness happens in stages and
seasons: abide, grow, bear fruit, prune, abide…
We cannot bear fruit if we do not spend time
abiding. ~ Mike Breen and Walt Kallestad,
A Passionate Life
We need to know we are chosen and appointed to
be ourselves, but all of this leads to the production of eternal fruit, Influence.
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples. ~ John 15:8
But thank God! He has made us his captives and
continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal
procession. Now he uses us to spread the knowledge
of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume.
~ II Cor.nthians2:14

Your Status is secure. God appointed you to
be YOU. God never expects you to show
up as somebody else! Your identity is found
in Christ, not in what you produce! It takes
an intentional, deliberate search to find who
we are.

“The blossom cannot tell what becomes of its
fragrance as it drifts away, just as no person can
tell what becomes of their influence as they
continue through life.”

It is in Christ that we find out who we are and what

How do we influence others? Bear fruit in love.

we are living for. ~ Ephesians 1:11 (MSG)
Search me O God, and know my heart.
~ Psalm 139:23
We learn our worth through time spent with
God. Time spent with God equals Sabbath.

So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to
enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give
you the power to accomplish all the good things your
faith prompts you to do.

~ II Thessalonians 1:11

Never doubt that God has chosen you and given
you the strength and ability to bear fruit.

“Take a nap, a walk, an hour for lunch. Test
But the godly will flourish... in the courts of our God.
the premise that you are worth more than
Even in old age, they will still produce fruit;
what you can produce – that even if you spent
one whole day being good for nothing you
they will remain vital and green. ~ Psalm 92:12-14
would still be precious in God’s sight – and
With all my love, Melisa Turner
when you get anxious because you are
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A Devotional Thought…

looking around my yard I tilted my head way back and
looked up. I saw only blue sky, the green leaves of my
Australian Willow tree, and the vivid multi-color stripes
of my table umbrella. I was overcome by the simplicity

PERSPECTIVE
When I look at your heavens, the work of

of my view. From this angle, I could not see the birds, or
the roses, or the section of grass that refuses to green up.
This vantage point jumped out to me, as if to say “I am
always here. You just don’t notice me because there is so
much to distract you in your horizontal view.” Exactly.

your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you
have set in place,4 what is man that you are mindful
of him, and the son of man that you care for him?
~ Psalm 8:3-4 ESV
I love July. July for me is not the middle but the
beginning. I run on the school year calendar, or
perhaps a fiscal calendar. I feel like once the school
year has concluded and summer camp has been
completed then the Sabbath of summer begins. I rest
now in this time, gearing up toward the new begin-

Perspective is so easily distracted. God is always with
me, unchanging, faithful, no matter the things that grab
my attention. I went inside my house to get my cell
phone and snapped a picture of the simple view. The one
I miss because I don’t look up enough. This reminder of
who is mindful of me whether it is January or July.

ning of the fall season. What others see as a chance
to start over in January I just feel as pressure. I just
finally got all of those things done now I have to plan
them again. January feels like Mr. Incredible from
the 2004 Disney Pixar film The Incredibles:

Try to keep your soul always in peace and quiet,
always ready for whatever our Lord may wish to
work in you. It is certainly a higher virtue of the
soul, and a greater grace, to be able to enjoy the

“No matter how many times you save the world,
it always manages to get back in jeopardy again.
Sometimes I want it to stay saved, you know? For
a little bit. I feel like the maid. “I just cleaned up
this mess. Can we keep it clean...FOR TEN
MINUTES? Please?” ~ Mr. Incredible

Lord in different times and different places than in
only one. ~ Ignatius of Loyola
Devote some thought to that, ~ Melisa Turner

Until we meet again…

Somehow July doesn’t put that same pressure on me.
The truth is; that whatever the day or season, I am
not in charge of saving the world! Phew! Also, God
never changes regardless of my circumstances or
view of the world on any given day.

I lift my eyes up
Up to the mountains
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from You
Maker of Heaven

The reality of God’s presence is not

Creator of the earth

dependent on any place, but only dependent
upon the determination to set the Lord always

Oh, how I need You Lord

before us. ~ Oswald Chambers,

You are my only hope

His Utmost for His Highest

You're my only prayer

My God is always with me. It says above in Psalm 8
that He is always mindful of us. The trick is to
remain mindful of Him. Recently, I sat with my
morning coffee at my patio table and instead of

To come and rescue me

So I will wait for You
Come and give me life
4

~ Brian Doerksen, Album: You Shine

