
 

 
Dear Readers: 
 

I hope your summer is off to a fabulous 
start! Included in this newsletter you 
will find multiple invitations to connect, 
attend, or pursue relationship. 
 

An online book club discussion                

will  begin on Facebook mid-July.              

Our conversation will focus on              

Victim of Grace  by Robin Jones Gunn 

Purchasing the book is not necessary, 
though I do highly recommend it. You 
will be able to follow the discussion and 
contribute your thoughts without it. 
 
Our annual fall ladies retreat is October 

18/19, registration deadline is Sept. 1. 
We have made some changes to our 
original plans. We apologize that we are 
no longer able to offer a second retreat 
this year. The Blossom team prayerfully 
struggled over this decision and are 
heartsick to exclude anyone as our 

venue will accommodate approximately 
25 attendees total. All who have        
attended before are welcome back, you 
will just need to be quick in reserving 
your spot! 
 

Because we loved you, we were happy to 
share not only God’s Good News with 

you, but even our own lives. You had   

become so dear to us! ~ I Thess. 2:8  
 

Also, I urge you to respond to the    
challenges included in each article.  
Email or post on our Facebook page if 
something we said has encouraged or 

prompted you to an action or decision. 
We love hearing from you. 
 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 

Not knowing how to feed the spirit,  

we  try to muffle its demands in           

distractions. ~ Anne Morrow           

Lindbergh, Gift from  the Sea (p.46) 
 

"Normal day, let me be aware of the 

treasure you are. Let me learn from 
you, love you, bless you before you 

depart."  ~ Mary Jean Irion  
 

Joy is a kind of courage, and a smile slays 
all kinds of dragons. ~ Ann Voskamp 
 

We are not meant simply to invite         

people into our homes, but also to     

invite them into our lives.                      

~ Lauren F. Winner,  

Mudhouse Sabbath (p.50) 
 

Our speech should minister Grace. 
 

#1 Rule to Live by If it has Sprinkles 
eat it if it has Sparkles wear it! 
 

No one can steal your identity in Christ.         
~ Jill Miller 
 

Your life is your garden,  

Your thoughts are your seeds.   

If your life isn’t awesome,  

You’ve been watering the weeds. 
 

The exact way He made you is in  

keeping with how He will use you.            

~ Lysa Terkeurst, Embraced 100 Devotions 
to Know God Is Holding You Close (p.288) 
 

If you think you’ve blown God’s plan  
for your life, rest in this -  You, my 

friend, are not that powerful.                         
~ Lisa Bevere 
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Blossom Retreat 

Seasons of His               

Kingdom  

 Oct. 18-19, 2019 

Patterson Lake Cabins 

Sun Mtn. Lodge 

Winthrop, WA 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done...in             

Seasons of Singing, 

Building or Battle 

(Luke 11:2) 

Flowers appear on the 

earth; the season of 

singing has come.          

~ Song of Songs 2:12 

Each builder wore          

his sword at his side  

as he worked.                       

~ Nehemiah 4:18 

This is a limited space 
event. Please send in your 
registration promptly, we 
cannot hold spaces.  We 
would be glad to form a 

waiting list if necessary. 
 

Contact Blossom at : 

blossom.ministries@gmail.com 

www.blossomministries.com  

 



Congruent Living 
 

I often begin each year with a “word” or a “theme” or even a 
scripture verse that becomes my anthem or mantra for that 
year. This year I did none of those things, and yet they have 
all found their way to me nonetheless! This is where it began: 
 

“This is actually my life, and it doesn’t matter a bit if it would 

be lovely for someone else to live. What does matter: does it 

feel congruent with how God made me and called me? (102)

…I was longing for a life that felt light, right-sized for my 

strengths and limitations.” (149) ~ Shauna Niequist,                      

Present Over Perfect 

The above quote and I have wrestled something akin to Jacob 

and the angel in Genesis 32. I have asked myself the hard 

questions within the context of my life and also for what God 

has or wants for Blossom Ministries. Is (fill in the blank) right 

for me? Is it congruent with my calling, my strengths, my 

limitations? Then about a month ago I was rereading another 

all-time favorite book and came across this quote: 

(She is speaking about silence and solitude, spending time 

with God and yourself, hearing your soul cry out)                  

“I had to stay with my longings in his presence and get honest 

about the ways my life as I was living it was not congruent 

with my heart’s deepest desires.” (31) ~ Ruth Haley Barton, 

Sacred Rhythms, Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual                 

Transformation 

So I ask you, as I have asked myself are you living a            
congruent life? Congruent means: in agreement or harmony. 

Geometrically speaking  it means identical or the same. 
 

Are we living in harmony or agreement with the way God 
called us and made us? Are we identical to the deepest desires 

of our hearts (placed there by God Himself)? This is not a Do 
What Makes You Happy question. This is a Do What You 
Know is Obedient question. Obedience being congruent to 
Your calling not expectations put on you by yourself or oth-
ers. What I am noticing is that often I can be compelled to do 
or serve or stretch or grow in a way that pleases others and 
ministers to them but isn’t actually what I am called to do. 
 

I believe in the Go Big or Go Home ideal. If you are doing 
something do it well, finish with excellence, be brave, don’t 
stop because it is hard or you face opposition. But what if you 
aren’t called to that? Then Go Home. Go back to the place 

where you and God are in harmony, where you know you be-
long and do the anonymous, private, no acknowledgment 
things that are asked of you. 
 

A third book that has absolutely changed my life is The          

Intentional Woman by Carol Travilla and Joan C. Webb. 

This book is what first encouraged me to consider congruent            
living, even though I didn’t use that term then. There is an          
activity in this book entitled “How Bumpy Is My Ride?” (29) 
In your Wheel of Life, there are eight sections of daily living  

to consider. Self-care, Fun and Recreation, Finances, Life 

Work, Family Life, Marriage/Romance, Spiritual Life, 

and Friends and Relationships. Envision a Trivial Pursuit 

wheel with eight pie wedges. Now imagine that each of 

those wedges are not the same size. Some of them stick 

out of the circle and others get such little priority that they 

slosh around in their respective place.  If you tried to 

“drive” this wheel how bumpy would it be?  

This is a great visual of congruent living. What God and I 

have been working on recently is dumping out all of the 

pie pieces and deciding how to put them back. The other 

thing I am noticing is that it is impossible to equally bal-

ance these pieces. But, what is possible is to rotate be-

tween these categories as it spins. So that in a given week, 

month, or season there has been attention to all areas and 

sacrifices have been made in another area to make that 

happen. 

I have a challenge for us this summer. Let’s keep a         

Congruent Journal. This will not look the same for any 

two of us. I am suggesting a place of accountability where 

we check on ourselves to see if over a given time we have 

been obedient or congruent to how God has called each of 

us and what our current respective roles are. For example: 

I am trying to focus on being With God,  my immediate 

family, and those I serve. Not doing things For them but 

With them.  

I am trying to take better care of my physical body,          

falling victim to an eat right and exercise scheme!  

I have found a new place to volunteer in my community 

because I feel like that is congruent with how God made 

me, not something that is expected.  

Spiritual disciplines that are most important for my 

growth and maintenance are Sabbath, Silence & Solitude, 

and Self-Examen prayer including a gratitude journal.  

I am also seeking publication of my book But God...A 

Doctrine of Hope (sit in a chair and do the hard things).  

Women’s Ministries is a big piece of who I am and events 

are coming up that need my time and attention. 

That is my list of strengths and limitations, my go big  

and go home, my attempt to smooth out my wheel. This  

is not a trivial pursuit!  

Guard your heart above all else, for it determines 

the course of your life.  ~ Proverbs 4:23 NLT 

~ My Love to You, Melisa Turner  2 



Redeemed someday through the sacrifice of our True  
Redeemer: Jesus. John Eldredge says, "What we ache for 
is Redemption.  What our heart cries out for is Restora-
tion.  I have breathtaking news for you. Restoration is 

exactly what Jesus promised." 
 

"Truly, I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the 
Son of Man sits on his glorious throne...everyone who has 

left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hun-

dred times as much and will inherit eternal life."                        
~ Matthew 19:28-29 

 

In the Message version, it reads, "In the recreation of the 
world..." 
 

"See? I will create new heavens and a new earth..."                 

~ Isaiah 65:17 
 

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away...I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband...He who was seated on the throne said, "I am 
making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true."                                 
~ Revelation 21:1, 5 

 

Consider for a moment how sharing the Good News of 
Jesus would be a life-changing conversation if you could 
tell someone Jesus will restore to them the years that were 
stolen? (Joel 2:25) That every good thing that has fallen 
just short will be fully completed? That every broken and 

diseased moment will be given fresh life? That God 
makes everything beautiful in His time. (Ecc. 3:11) 
 

Perhaps you know all this and you're wondering how I've 

missed it?  Perhaps you would say I'm splitting hairs or 
arguing semantics.  Maybe I am.  But all of this felt fresh 
to me.  Especially when I stumbled upon this gem in 
John's book: "The secret to your unhappiness and the  
answer to the agony of the earth are one and the same - 
we are longing for the kingdom of God.  We are aching 
for the restoration of all things...your heart is made for 

the Kingdom of God...(it) only thrives in one habitat, and 
that safe place is called the Kingdom of God."  
 

And that's when I had my aha moment. I have a very   
solidly staked "justice flag." When something unfair is 

happening I get truly upset about it. Life SHOULD be 
fair. When something is out of sorts it needs to be put 
right again. When something breaks it should be fixed. 
When someone is wounded they should be healed. And 
John Eldredge gave me a gift with this idea of a Restora-
tion Heart. It settled over my restless spirit like a balm. 
God created me to yearn for His Kingdom and His ways. 

I am meant to crave his restoration. I am meant to desire 
and thirst and hunger for Him to make all things new.  
 

And He will. Someday it will all be put right. Evil will be 

overcome with Good. God wins. Love wins. And THAT 
is Good News.  

~ Jana Waddell 

A Restoration Heart 

Recently I read the most amazing book by John Eldredge 
called All Things New.  It literally blew my mind.  I know 
that sounds dramatic but, buried in a book about what one 
believes about heaven and the afterlife I came across a  

nugget of gold that changes my whole perspective on the 
waiting for eternity that is this fragile life. 
 

What do you believe about the afterlife?  Warning: I'm  

going to seriously over-simplify here but I was raised be-
lieving that this world is "fallen" because of the sin of 
Adam and Eve so we live our best life down here given the 
circumstances and try to obey God and bring him 
glory.  We endure persecution, loss, heartache, an aging 
body, and flesh driven towards self-indulgence that we 
spend a lifetime fighting, and then we eventually die and go 
to Heaven.  I had a vague sense of watching from a distance 

the destruction of this earth "going up in flames" after the 
battle of Armageddon and then after the Last Judgment all 
us Christians just spend the rest of eternity "up" in Heaven 
with God. I have enough Biblical knowledge to know we 
don't sit around on puffy clouds with harps or turn into an-
gels but other than streets of gold, mansions and pearly 
gates my precise knowledge of eternity and heaven is seri-

ously lacking.  AND I think God intended that in some 
ways.  Many articles have been written on the study of end 
times, what heaven will be like and what we will do in  
eternity and this is not intended to be one of those.  My 
only point is that the Bible is pretty vague on the details 
and as such it does leave a bit to be desired.  Mean-
ing...well, we call this Gospel the Good News but a fuzzy 
idea of streets of gold doesn't do much for the suffering 

human heart. 
 

I think many Christians spend too much time looking     
forward to being rescued from this terrible earth and they 

don't have anything more than a promise of heaven to give 
a suffering unbeliever.  But what if heaven isn't the end-
goal? What if the reason we don't know much about the 
afterlife is that the point isn't the Where but the Who. 

The rescue isn't from fallen earth to pretty heaven but from 
Fallen Eden to Restored Eden with our Creator?   
 

Try this on for size: heaven wasn't created for humans.  It 
exists for God and angels.  But ultimately God desired to 
have a relationship with humans so he created the earth for 
us...specifically, Eden...and then walked WITH Adam and 

Eve in the garden until they fell into sin and had to be sepa-
rated.  Yes, the Good News is that Jesus came to restore 
that relationship through his perfect sacrifice and not just in 
eternity but NOW.  But to someone who can only see the 
brokenness of this earth right here and right now, the prom-
ise of heaven with Jesus someday is simply unsatisfy-
ing.  What about all they are losing now?  What about their 
heartbreak and disease and missed opportunities being ex-

perienced today?  Is there no hope for those lost pieces? 
 

Yes.  Because heaven isn't our promise.  FULL              
RESTORATION IS.  Restoration of ALL that is lost.      

Restored Eden. Restored relationships. Restored bodies. 
Restored memories. Restored beauty.  Everything is  
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Repentance and Relationship 

Broken and Healed 
I recently read an article about how our culture needs 

to again know the Bible comparing us to the time of 

King Josiah in the old testament (II Kings 22-23).  
 

The Israelites lost the Book of the Law (the first five 

books of the Bible) and didn't even know it. King 

Josiah was trying to do right in God's eyes. In his 

18th year as king, the high priest found the Book of 

the Law and gave it to the king's secretary. After 

reading it the secretary read the book to King Josiah. 

He realized how far they were from obeying God's 

commands and tore his clothes. 
 

King Josiah realized the broken relationship with 

God. That broken relationship is a gap between God, 

His holiness and goodness, and our complete un-

righteousness. We need to realize and remain aware 

of this gap in our own lives. 
 

It is so easy to be complacent. As Christians, we can 

so easily think that we are okay because we have 

been saved. Our thoughts and actions become like 

the Pharisee when comparing himself to the tax    

collector (Luke 18: 9-14). We become confident in 

our righteousness or supposed lack of unrighteous-

ness. Instead, our confidence should be that we are 

saved because of God's goodness and mercy.  
 

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kind-

ness, tolerance, and patience, not realizing that 

God's kindness leads you towards repentance? 

~ Romans 2:4  
 

When we lose sight of our position with God and 

forget about the gap between Him and us, we set  

ourselves up to pass judgment on others. We have to 

be careful. There are specific things that God has  

forbidden and condemned. But it is not our place to 

judge, it is our place to immerse ourselves in God's 

Word, so we can live it. It is our place to share the 

Bible and its instructions, to help others see their 

need for repentance. 
 

Repentance must first come within our hearts. We 

then have to live out God's commands. We can only 

live them out if we know what they are. When was 

the last time you read your Bible? Devotionals can 

be good. They can help in our understanding and  

application of the Bible, but you can't read a           

devotional and skip reading the Bible. If you don't 

think you have time for both. Skip the devotional and 

read the Bible.  

  

Let its words soak into your heart, mind, and soul.  

Let those words transform your thoughts and actions. 
 

When we let God's Word continue to transform us, we 

have a better chance of not forgetting what God has done 

for us. And in turn, we will be better able to share that 

with others, without judgment, but with love and  

concern for their eternal soul. 

~ Heidi Tonseth 

Below you will find the opening of Victim of Grace by 

Robin Jones Gunn. It is an unusual take on how we 

perceive God’s Grace. It brings to mind a favorite verse 

in Lamentations. What are some of your favorite verses 

about God’s grace and love? Looking forward to our  

discussion. (If Facebook isn’t for you email us instead.) 

 

Victim of Grace ~ Book Club 

Why does this keep happening to me? 

It’s not fair. I never asked to be treated this way. 

I did nothing to deserve this. 

And yet 

Every moment of every day,  

 completely unprovoked, 

God pours out His love for me 

He blesses me in unexpected ways 

His mercies are new every morning. 

No matter what I do I am powerless to stop Him. 

Even in the worst situations  

 His goodness prevails. He is relentless. 

I am a victim of grace. ~ Robin Jones Gunn 
 

“The grace of God means something like:  

Here is your life. You might never have been,  

but you are because the party wouldn’t have  

been complete without you. Here is the world. 

Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don’t 

be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can  separate 

us. It’s for you I created the universe. I love you. 

There’s only one catch. Like any other gift, the 

gift of grace can be yours only if you’ll reach out 

and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and 

take it is a gift too.” ~ Frederick Buechner 
 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are                    

not consumed, for his compassions never 

fail.  They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness. ~ Lamentations 3:22-23 

Until we meet again… 
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