
 

 

Dear Readers: 

Where, or where, did 2017 go? The 

printing of this Fall issue has danger-

ously approached the onset of Winter. 

Merry Christmas 
Marking the Seasons is exactly what this 

newsletter is all about. Our recent      

Retreat “Altars of Remembrance” was 

dedicated to taking the time to remem-

ber what God has done for us and     

celebrating not just His Advent (coming) 

but also His redemption and command-

ments.  We also focused on our response 

to all of the above. 
 

Heidi shared on the specific memorials 

that God Himself has set out for us to 

follow. Jana shared about the markers 

our choices help us follow, good or bad. 

And I shared my own personal ministry 

altars, the places I have heard God call 

me and how I try to obey/follow that 

call. Each of these viewpoints of the  

Altar of Remembrance theme are appli-

cable to all of us. It is our hope that you 

would find inspiration, encouragement 

and be challenged to follow these mark-

ers and make them your own. 
 

Each of us was a bit on the “wordy”  

side and so you will find an expanded       

version of my article on my blog         

pollinatinggrace.wordpress.com        

in four separate posts. 
 

We hope you have some Sabbath time  

to Remember who God is, What He has 

done, and Who you are in Him. 
 

But then I recall all you have done, 

O LORD; I remember your wonderful 

deeds...~ Psalm 77:11 
 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 

When life throws you rocks, build an 
altar. ~ Rev. Samuel Rodriguez 

 
"We can only be said to be alive in those 
moments when our hearts are conscious of 
our treasures." ~ Thornton Wilder  

 

"The creation of a thousand forests is 
in one acorn." Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 
If my life is once surrendered, all is well. 

Let me not grab it back, as though it 

were in peril in His hand but would be 

safer in mine! ~ Elisabeth Elliot 

 

I will bless the Lord and not forget    
the glorious things he does for me.       

~ Psalm 103:2 TLB 
 
We need never shout across the spaces to 
an absent God. He is nearer than our own 
soul, closer than our most secret thoughts. 
~ A.W. Tozer 

 

Where flowers bloom so does hope.  
~ Lady Bird Johnson 
 

"Love is a fruit in season at all 

times, and within reach of every 

hand." ~ Mother Teresa  
 
Prayer of Examen is retelling the story of 
God today. It is the practice of noticing.    
~ Gail Johnsen, Keeping Company with Jesus 

 
The Hebrew term for gratitude is hikarat 
hatov, which means, literally, “recognizing 
the good.” ~ John Ortberg, Soul Keeping 
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2018 Events  
 
 

 12th Annual 

Blossom Bazaar 

April 14, 2018 

OHS Commons 

 

 Blossom Retreat 

October 19 & 20, 2018 

Patterson Lake Cabins  

Sun Mountain Lodge               

Winthrop, WA 

Registration due  

Sept. 1, 2018  Cost $80 

 

Retreat Registration 

forms available on our 

Website: 

www.blossomministries.com 

 

Contact Blossom at : 

blossom.ministries@gmail.com 

 



live in Him our sin 

Thou Shalt Live Free—3 Memorials 
 

God sets us free from            in order to be free to          . 
 

We become free to do as God pleases not as we please. 
 

…you are slaves to the one whom you obey – whether 

you are slaves to sin …or to obedience…Romans 6:16 
 

Passover-Shavuot timeline explains the 3 memorials 

 

Passover – 1 day – an extra Sabbath – Christ crucified – 

leaven (sin) removed from homes - the first of the    

commanded feasts (Ex. 23:15) 

Unleavened bread – 7 days following Passover – last 

day an extra Sabbath 

First Fruits – occurs 1st day after the (regular) Sabbath 

after they begin the harvest (the Sunday after they begin 

the harvest) – first sheaf of grain cut from the field is 

offered as a wave offering - Christ rose from the grave 

(Lev 23:10-11; I Cor. 15:20) 

Omer – time between Firstfruits and Shavuot – Christ 

spent most of this time continuing to teach and 

strengthen the apostles and other believers (Acts 1).  It is 

also the time between the Israelites leaving Egypt and 

arriving at Mt. Sinai.  (Jeremiah 31:33 & 2 Cor. 3:3) 

Shavuot – 50 days after Firstfruits – bread baked with 

leaven and flour from the new grain presented as a wave 

offering – the second commanded feast (Ex. 23:16) 
 

1st Memorial – Sabbath – also 1st in the Bible. 
  

And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,  

because on it He rested from all the work of creating that 

He had done. Gen 2:2-3 
 

“God rested because He was done, not because He 

was tired” ~ Heidi Tonseth, Blossom Retreat 2017 
 

7th day = Sabbath = Shabbat ( ( שבת =rest, root of Shalom) 
 

“Rest means being free to just be. A person is a person 

on the Sabbath” ~ Molly Cone, The Jewish Sabbath 

 

Remember (observe) the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Exodus 20:8  
 

If we read carefully, first we see we are to refrain from 

work…do not engage in activities that involve making 

money (your job or job related)/cease commerce.   
 

This can (and will) mean inconveniencing ourselves to 

be able to wholly observe.  Barbara Brown Taylor in        

An Altar in the World calls it the practice of saying 

“NO”.  Look for ways to remove work from the Sabbath.  

Can you fix food ahead of time?  Work of that “last” 

minute project ahead of time (stop procrastinating)?  

 Let the laundry wait, do it ahead of time, or both if 

you run as much laundry as I do.   
 

Make a plan to help you honor the Sabbath.  As 

you practice, it will become easier both to do it and 

to prepare for it.  
 

This isn’t just about physical rest; we should also be 

resting mentally and spiritually as well.  What can 

you do to let go of the weekly worries and stress   

(let God help you)?  Do you need to turn off the  

electronics?  Take a break from social media? What 

is stopping you from being able to relax and enjoy 

this day given by God?  What about spiritual feed-

ing?  Read your Bible and study it.  Spend time in 

prayer (remember to listen, too).    
 

2nd Memorial – Passover - Also called First fruits/

Unleavened Bread 
 

Initially, it was celebrated as freedom from physical 

slavery.  It became a memorial to freedom.  It   

continued with a remembrance of physical slavery 

and as prophecy.  It was later fulfilled in Jesus, 

bringing us spiritual freedom – freedom from slavery 

to sin.   
 

Old Testament (Covenant) sacrificial system – the 

instructions were given along with the 10 command-

ments.  Sin must be punished, either in us or in a 

substitute (lamb) – our dues.  The prophets appeared, 

again and again, to remind us that sacrifices are not 

just rituals (vain repetitions). They are a matter of 

our heart (the outward expression of our inner inten-

tions).   

 The multitude of your sacrifices- what are 

they to me? Says the  LORD….¹⁷Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

 though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

like wool. Isaiah 1:11-20 
 

New Testament (Covenant) brings us the replace-

ment of the old system in the new sacrifice of Jesus  

voluntarily, giving His life.  (Matt 1:21; John 1:29) 

 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  ²¹For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of 

the dead comes also through a man. I Cor. 15:20-21 

 

3rd Memorial – Shavuot – Feast of Weeks/Feast of 

Harvest/Pentecost 
 

It celebrates the completion of the first fruits of the 

harvest, the giving of the 10 commandments, and is 

the timing for the story of Ruth.   
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As the third commanded feast, it is a time to gather 

and celebrate.  Acts 2 finds the apostles gathered for 

this reason, as well as the large crowds from coun-

tries across the world.  The apostles and those with 

them became the first fruits of God’s harvest at   

Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given. 
 

Notice the similarities in the poem & hymn below: 
 

At God’s command is infinite power,  

Which words cannot define. 

Were all the skies parchment, 

And all the reeds pens, and all the oceans ink, 

And all who dwell on earth scribes, 

God’s grandeur could not be told. 

 2nd stanza of Haddamut – Rabbi Meir Ben 

Isaac Nehorai, 1050 
 

Could we with ink the ocean fill 

And were the skies of parchment made; 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 

 3rd stanza of The Love of God – Frederick 

Lehman, 1917    

God has set us free to live and rest in Him! 

~ Heidi Tonseth 

The Plumb Line 

I doubt it’s just me that feels like I wake up each 

morning to potential world war III on the news.  The 

earth is full of anger, hatred, strife, envy, malice,  

debauchery, lust, greed.  Everywhere I look         

marriages are crumbling, children are suffering,  

poverty is gripping, addictions are rampant and    

everyone is divided on EVERYTHING.   

Tidbits of Romans chapter 1 seem to be famil-

iar…”Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge 

God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking 

and let them do things that should never be done. 

Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, 

sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, 

malicious behavior, and gossip. They are backstab-

bers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. 

They invent new ways of sinning…(they) break their 

promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. 

We have spiraled downward in our society as a  

result of our choices and now we strongly resemble the 

people of Israel during the time of the evil King Ahab 

and his wife Jezebel.   (God’s people have) abandoned 

the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. (1 

Kings 18:18b) 

What was once right is now intolerant.  What was once 

unspeakable is now flaunted.  There is no moral compass 

anywhere.  ...every man did that which was right in his 

own eyes Judges 17:6b 

There is a correlation between the sorrow and heartache 

of this earth and the choices we have made to end up 

here...There is a plumb line for our choices.  But we 

wander from that plumb line easily.   

Veering Off Course 

Have you ever told a story so many times the details 

have progressively morphed into something more inter-

esting?  No?  Just me, then?  I exaggerate a bit some-

times (shocker, I know) I don't always remember the 

story how it ACTUALLY happened...sometimes I re-

member it how I've told it over the years.  But if I go 

back and read something I've journaled about from the 

time it actually happened I have a refreshed memory of 

the accurate details.   

Over time we run off course with our stories and with 

our choices.  We started in 1 direction and slowly over 

time we've veered off course.  We've drifted.  Did you 

know that even a fraction of a change in course can    

undermine your eventual destination?   

It’s called the 1 in 60 rule of navigation.  For every de-

gree that you are off in your direction now will result in 

being approximately 1 mile off 60 miles down the road.   

Don't make the mistake of thinking being off course a 

tad won't affect the trajectory of your life.  Even small 

drifts matter.  Mary Kay Ash said, "some people drift 

through their entire lives.  They do it one day at a time, 

one week at a time, one month at a time.  It happens so 

gradually they are unaware of how their lives are slip-

ping away until it's too late." 

The same thing has happened with our moral compass.  

Without markers to stay steady and come back to and 

keep everything lined up properly, we eventually fall by 

the wayside ending up who knows where. 

So it was with God’s people during King Ahab’s rule.  

And when God had finally had enough of this terrible 

shepherd leading his people into compromise he sent His 

prophet Elijah to set the king straight as was the purpose 
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of all God's prophets: to remind the people of their 

covenant with Him….to be their plumb line, if you 

will.  All through the Old Testament, we see the  

people forgetting their covenant, suffering for their 

poor choices and eventually returning to God. 

This is why God had his people build altars of      

remembrance.  We have SHORT MEMORIES.  We 

forget our God is powerful.  We forget he knows 

everything we’ve done and everything we desire.  

We forget our promises to him and we forget his 

promises to us.   

So our world NEEDS us to be Elijah's.  Revolution-

ary.  Troublemakers in today’s world just like King 

Ahab accused Elijah of being a troublemaker.  Hold-

ing unshakably to the eternal laws of God.  Being 

counter-cultural as he was in the days of Ahab.     

Reminding the people of their plumb line. 

We are supposed to be salt and light.  “You are the 

salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good 

for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot.  “You are the light of the world. A town 

built on a hill cannot be hidden.   Matthew 5:13-14 

Salt is a preservative, a purifier and a seasoning.  It 

permeates.  It retards moral and ethical decay.  The 

righteous conduct of believers keeps society from 

turning completely rancid.  Alternately I’ve discov-

ered that the salt of the Dead Sea area is contami-

nated with gypsum and other minerals and may have 

a flat taste or be ineffective as a preservative.  Such 

mineral salts were useful for little more than keeping 

footpaths free of vegetation. 

How can we keep bringing our lives back in line 

with the choices and commitments we’ve made?  

How do we be a “trouble-making, counter cultural” 

Elijah to our world?  How can we be salt and light to 

our communities?  We find our plumb line and we 

stick to it.  We keep saying yes when we committed 

to saying yes.  We mean what we say.  And when 

life gets busy, overwhelming, hard, tempting, and 

frustrating…hold true to the Word of God; our     

authority and plumb line. 

~ Jana Waddell 

Rinse and Repeat 

I have a tradition…every year for the last 10 years      

following our retreat I have closed the door to cabin      

#611 and I have spoken a word of farewell. Often it 

is part prayer, part thanksgiving, and part see you 

next year old friend. In 2016 as I shut the door I 

paused just a moment longer, placed my hand on the 

door and I heard God whisper: “Rinse and Repeat,     

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”. What? That is weird! And 

then I knew...God was telling me to do it again!       

Keep going…be faithful…don’t stop. God was saying 

“See you again next year!” 

“If I want to truly give it forward today, if I want to be 

the gift, don’t I have to believe there’s enough in me 

that’s a gift to give forward?...it is strange to believe He 

could find any value in my…brokenness…[but] Didn’t 

He believe it was worth redeeming, renewing, resurrect-

ing, to make it all into more than enough?…Christ     

believed in us…” ~ Ann Voskamp, The Broken Way  

Rinse, Repeat...Redeem, Renew, Resurrect 

“A constant scriptural refrain is to remember. Our faith 

is rooted in memory, so much so that one of the key 

works of the Holy Spirit is the ministry of reminding.” 

Mark Buchanan, The Rest of God  (John 14:26) 

Rinse and Repeat is used to indicate the continual    

repetition of an action or sequence of events, typically in 

a way regarded as tiresomely predictable. 

Be intentional, Remember, Do it again! 

 

These are four Markers or Altars of Remembrance that I 

know God has asked me to live by, again and again:  

 

#1 Push people toward God “In so much as anyone 

pushes you nearer to God she is your truest friend.” 

 

#2 Help Your Sister “I never had a call to missions I 

had a call to help my sister.” ~ Betsy Trasher            

(Betsy’s sister’s info can be found at https://penews.org/

features/this-week-in-ag-history-december-21-1935) 

#3 Ruth & Naomi ~ Book of Ruth Exhibit faith in      

brokenness and love bravely, leave your comfort zone. 

#4 Gratitude & Sabbath Examine your day, list your 

benefits, and bless God from whom all blessings flow.* 

Let me encourage you to keep going back to the markers 

that God has established in your life...rinse & repeat. 

With all my love, Melisa Turner 

*These four points in expanded form will be posted to  

my blog @ pollinatinggrace.wordpress.com 
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A Devotional Thought… 

HE IS STILL COMING 
 “...You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ances-

tor David.33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will 

never end! ...The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born 

will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God...For the word 

of God will never fail.” ~ Luke 1:31-37 
 

"The Christmas story - it begins in the beginning, this 

love story that's been coming for you since the begin-

ning. It begins with the always coming of Christ. Christ, 

who is there in the beginning, the voice calling out of 

darkness, an echo in cosmic emptiness, speaks it by the 

commanding word of His mouth: Let there be...No    

matter your story before, this is your beginning now:  

you were formed by Love...for love."                                        

~ Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift 
 

Christ is still coming for you and me! How can we know 

this? Because He spoke it, just as He spoke our world 

into existence. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 

beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made.  ~ John 1:1 

Did you read it above? The last sentence the angel      

declares to Mary - For the word of God will never fail 

(Luke 1:37) He is still coming, because He is the Word, 

and the Word of God will never fail.  

The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    but the word of our God endures forever.                               

~ Isaiah 40:8 

What He says He will do, He will do. Who He is can 

never fail! Christ is coming to be with you today, and to 

bring you back to Himself for all the days of eternity. 

 

...I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 

you to be with me that you also may be where I am.                         

~ John 14:3 

Rest this Advent in the ever coming, never failing    

Messiah, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

 

Devote some thought to that,  ~ Melisa Turner 

Blossom Recommends 
We love to share with you the resources that have 

helped us grow this past year. Consider following 

our website or facebook page where you can leave 

your comments with your suggestions and recom-

mendations to us. Let’s keep the  conversation going 

all year long! 

 

Ragman and Other Cries of Faith, by Walter 

Wangerin Jr.    

Sing! How Worship Transforms Your Life, Family, 

and Church by Keith Getty and Kristyn Getty  

Unseen by Sara Hagerty 

30 Days of Hustle program by Jon Acuff 

Free of Me by Sharon Hodde Miller 

She’s Still There by Chrystal Evans Hurst 

Finish by Jon Acuff 

 

An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

The Broken Way, a daring path into the abundant 

life by Ann Voskamp 

 

Soul Keeping, Caring for the Most Important Part of 

You by John Ortberg 
 

Lady Mareska (The Rose & The Ring Book 6)              

by Joyce Brandt Williams 

 
 

Until we meet again… 
 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,            
wherever He may send you. 

May He guide you through the wilderness,                  
protect you through the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing                                                 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing                                            

once again into our doors. 

www..commonprayer.net 
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