
 

 

Dear Readers: 
 

Hello there friends. We meet again.  
 

God graciously continues to provide the 

ability to communicate with each of you. 

I recently had the privilege to meet a 

reader who has  faithfully followed our 

newsletter for the entire 15 years of  

publication. There are more than one of 

you, but she and I had not previously 

met in person. 
 

It is a joy to “meet” so many of you only 

online or in the mail and utterly thrilling 

to have a sweet new friend approach you 

because she has followed your words 

and been blessed by them. I am             

overcome, knowing this long obedience 

in one direction amounts to something! 
 

II Thessalonians 1:11 in The     

Message reads this way...we pray 

for you all the time—pray that our 

God will make you fit for what he’s 

called you to be, pray that he’ll fill 

your good ideas and acts of faith 

with his own energy so that it all 

amounts to something.  
 

Blossom’s 2018 theme “Faith Prompts” 

was the focus of our recent retreat, and 

you will hear from each of our speakers 

within this newsletter. But the newsletter 

itself is also a prompting of our faith. 

Our continued obedience to the call God 

has placed on each of the Blossom Team 

member’s hearts. Enjoy! 

 

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team 

The capacity for delight is the gift of 

paying attention. ~ Julie Cameron 

 

God is still writing your story. Quit 
trying to steal the pen.  ~ Toby Mac 
 

I was longing for a life that felt light, right-
sized for my strengths and limitations.          
~ Shauna Niequist, Present Over Perfect 

  
People are so ready to think themselves 
changed when its only their mood that 

has changed. ~ George MacDonald 

  

How can we become Word filled 

women without the Word – Jami 

Balmet 
  
I made a nest for my worries and   
cares; They grew bigger because I fed 
them there. – Nancy Campbell 
  
You can’t draw water from an empty well 
– Emily Ley 

  
Diversity with unity, within the frame-

work of truth, is God’s design.” ~ Jodi 

Detrick, The Jesus-Hearted Woman  
 

Your story could be the key that 

unlocks someone else’s prison, don’t 

be afraid to share it. – Toby Mac 
 

“I am the one who...planted every 

dream you hold in your heart. I am 

accomplishing my purposes for 

you...Trust me.” ~ God said to Robin 

Jones Gunn, Victim of Grace    

(He speaks this to each of us) 
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2019 Events  
 13th Annual 

Blossom Bazaar 

April 13, 2019 

OHS Commons 

10 AM - 2 PM 

 

 Blossom Retreat 

In order to meet your 

needs most effectively 

we are planning two 

retreats for October of 

2019. Stay tuned for 

details… 

 

Please plan to check 

out our website in the 

new year… Book      

Reviews will be posted 

for our most loved  

recommendations! 

www.blossomministries.com 

 

 

Contact Blossom at : 

blossom.ministries@gmail.com 

 



Faith Prompts ~ Blossom Retreat 2018 
 

There is great irony in this theme for a retreat because 

the Blossom Retreat is indeed something my faith 

prompts me to do! I am so very grateful that God has 

allowed me the privilege to follow my faith prompts and 

given me a great team and friends who make it possible. 

So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to 

enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give 

you the power to accomplish all the good things your 

faith prompts you to do. ~ II Thessalonians 1:11  

When God prompts us to move out in Faith we see there 

is an order to follow. First God enables, Second He gives 

the power, and then Third we do the good things our 

faith prompts us to do. When we don’t follow this we are 

trying to live by our own abilities and strength. 

“My people have done two evils: They have turned 

away from me, the spring of living water. And they have 

dug their own wells, which are broken wells that cannot 

hold water.” ~ Jeremiah 2:13 NCV  

“We slander God by our very eagerness to work for  

Him without knowing Him.” ~ Oswald Chambers,        

My Utmost For His Highest 

“Come to me, all you who are tired and are carrying 

heavy loads. I will give you rest.” ~ Matthew 11:28 

Oswald Chambers says “[what holds us back from rely-

ing on God is a]…spiritual impertinence that reveals  

itself in the fact that you are expecting God to tell you to 

do a big thing, and all He is telling you to do is ‘come’.” 

This theme was never about doing more, but to encour-

age you to TRUST Him more. We only want to do good 

things because that is the natural response to the faith 

God has given us! If we struggle to do for God in our 

own strength we will lose focus and no longer want to 

participate in what God is accomplishing in our lives.  

In Genesis 24:42-58 we meet Rebekah. She is young, 

beautiful, full of faith, generous in character, and she 

bravely responds to God’s call. The Bible goes on to tell 

us that her husband loved her very much. But after wait-

ing 20 years for God to keep His promise to her she 

takes matters into her own hands. (Genesis 25:19-26) 

If you follow the rest of Rebekah’s story you realize 

that because she makes it happen in her own power 

and strength her family is destroyed. Rebekah’s 

grandson Joseph responds to God’s promises in a 

different way. (Genesis 37:1-11) Joseph is also 

young, well loved, perhaps a little cocky, and eager 

to accomplish the dreams God is prompting in him. 

But when Joseph faces trials his response remains 

generous, he blesses when he can, he participates yet 

allows God to do the work of fulfilling His promises. 
 

Will I respond in my own strength to accomplish my 

faith prompts and be overwhelmed and destroyed by 

them? Or will I choose to be close to God, allowing 

Him to do the work through me? 

“I have a terrible habit of not praying about things 

that seem too human, to trivial to me. [things that are 

my fault, or my choice]…I don’t want to pray for 

anything that I may have caused, or that I could undo 

on my own. I said yes to ______ that’s my own 

fault…I am learning to…invite God to solve the 

problems I could solve in my own life with better 

boundaries and a little elbow grease.”                                 

~ Shauna Niequist, Present Over Perfect 

So how do we respond to the things God is prompt-

ing us to do? We must remain close to Him allowing 

Him to empower our lives. In this way, we retain a 

sweetness in spirit and accomplish the dream, with-

out causing destruction. 

But thank God! He has made us his captives and 

continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal pro-

cession. Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of 

Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume.   

~ II Corinthians 2:14 

 

And the seed that fell on the good ground is like 

those who hear God’s teaching with good, honest 

hearts and obey it and patiently produce good fruit.  

~ Luke 8:15         

When God prompts you to do good things because of 

your faith, He will enable and empower you to ac-

complish those things! The question is can we be 

content to pursue a relationship with Him instead of 

striving to accomplish the tasks? 

~ With all my love, Melisa Turner 2 



Three Thoughts... 
...about how to move forward if your faith is 

prompting you to try something new.  
 

1. Start with yourself.   

This is the hardest for me so I'll camp here for a 

while.  I tend to get a great idea and just dive 

right in without getting my heart in the right 

place first.  Or I find out about something that 

needs fixing or a loved one who is hurting and OF 

COURSE I go into fix-it mode without even figur-

ing out if God wants me in the middle of it.  What 

good will I be to God's work if my heart is muddy 

or misguided?  This is where I've been practicing 

my new mantra: "Stay out of other people's 

yards."  i.e. is this any of my business? 

   

"Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life; to mind 

your own business and to work with your hands 

just as we told you."  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12  
 

As an outgoing, social person who has spent her 

entire life in ministry, I find this verse nearly im-

possible to integrate into my life.  But with the 

Holy Spirit's help, I'm discovering that it's co-

dependent of me to feel driven to fix everyone and 

everything around me.  Many people are simply 

not ready to make changes and I'll ultimately end 

up resenting them for not becoming who I think 

they should be.  I think I've often thought I was 

being prompted by my faith to get in the middle of 

something that was really none of my busi-

ness.  And if my heart had been in tune with God 

I would have probably handled the situation dif-

ferently.  Before you dive into anything PRAY and 

make sure you're in the right heart space with 

God to make decisions to move forward!! 

 
2. Don't let feeling under qualified or over-

qualified stop you!   

This summer I quit my job to stay home with my 

2-year-old and I took on a new role of being our 

local MOPS Coordinator.  Both changes felt very 

foreign to me in different ways.  I felt seriously 

under qualified to lead MOPS; it sometimes seems 

like the blind leading the blind!  But I've found 

out that's actually done on purpose by that organi-

zation.  They WANT a coordinator to be a mom 

with a preschooler; the role of a Mentor mom is 

entirely different.  I almost said no to a great 

growing opportunity because I was self conscious 

about what I could bring to the table.  And in the 

exact opposite way, (and this is going to sound 

really bad but stay with me) I felt really over-

qualified to quit my job and stay home.   

What you have to understand is that I never envi-

sioned being a stay-at-home-mom. I actually like be-

ing in the workplace and I'm good at running an of-

fice. It was a very difficult decision to see that God 

wanted me home with Liv. I had to do some soul-

searching and self-sacrifice to end up at the decision 

to stay home.  But not to have followed that prompt-

ing, I think, would have been disobedient of me in 

this season.  The bottom line is that whatever God is 

prompting you to do depends ZILCH on your ability 

to perform.  He enables whatever he calls.  Nothing 

else matters.  
 

"And whatsoever you do, do it heartily as unto the 

Lord and not to me."  Colossians 3:23 
 

3. Don't get distracted by the Big Question.    

How many times have we heard "God has a plan for 

your life."  Ok.  But what, exactly does that mean?  Is 

it the same plan when you are 15 as when you are 

55?  What if I'm not sure what that plan is?  What do 

I do in the meantime?  What if, instead of asking God 

what his plan for us is, we ask him "what are we up 

to today?"  Whatever you naturally do well and natu-

rally love is a great place to start.  Those gifts and 

interests are God-given after all.  I recommend the 

book Love Does by Bob Goff.  In it he writes about 

taking each of his 3 children on an adventure when 

they turned 10 years old.  He took his daughter to 

London for tea, his oldest son to climb Half Dome in 

the snow and his youngest to ride motorcycles across 

the desert.  In the case of his youngest, he writes 

about losing sight of his boy behind a sand dune and 

spotting him just in time to see him fly off the top of 

the dune trying to jump from one peak to an-

other.  Not surprisingly (but in hilarious story-telling 

fashion) the boy separates from his bike and Bob 

finds him surrounded by scrap metal, unharmed, and 

his first words were: "That. Was. Awesome."   

 

The things our faith prompts us to do are adventures 

with God and sometimes we are going to crash and 

burn.  But ultimately God will make it awesome.   

There will be things we are naturally inclined to want 

to be a part of and we don't need to worry about hav-

ing a perfect plan or getting every detail right.  Nor 

do we need to feel frozen until the Big Plan is re-

vealed from heaven.  Likely it won't ever be.  So what 

is it you love to do?  Just go do that with Jesus.  And 

he will make it awesome.   

 

"With these things in mind, we constantly pray for 

you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, 

and that by His power He may bring to fruition your 

every desire for goodness and your every deed 

prompted by faith."  ~ 2 Thessalonians 1:11 
  

~ Jana Waddell 
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 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their     

children, and the hearts of the children to their   

fathers… ~ Malachi 4:6  
 

Children are NOT a distraction from more important 

work.  They are THE MOST important work.          

– C.S. Lewis 
 

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders             

labor in vain. ~ Psalm 127:1  

  

And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver 

refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.             

~ Psalm 14:6  
 

I came across all the quotes and Bible verses 

within about two weeks. They helped me to        

remember it is okay to stay home and not pursue 

what the world would deem worthy of my time. I 

really do love staying home with my kids, but 

when I have outside voices trying to declare I 

should do more to help all the other kids, it gets 

distracting. I may have the training to do it, but 

my own kids need to still take priority. It is my 

job to make sure they receive the training and 

instruction for life, not someone else’s.  
 

The song Dream Small by Josh Wilson helped me       

remember to take care of the small things in life. 

...Dream small, Don't bother like you've gotta            

do it all. Just let Jesus use you where you are 

One day at a time 

Live well, Loving God and others as yourself 

Find little ways where only you can help 

With His great love, A tiny rock can make                      

a giant fall, Dream small... 

 There is nothing wrong with big dreams. But if 

pursuing big dreams causes you to neglect the 

small things around you then they are wrong for 

you in this season.  

~ Heidi Tonseth 

Is your faith prompting you to Dream Small? 

Faith Prompts Big & Small Dreams 
 

This year has brought two faith prompts. The first 

was a very clear prompt that I approached with 

quite a bit of trepidation. The second was not hard 

but required me to turn away from something I 

would love to do. 
 

First, I was prompted to start a blog. The          

trepidation came from a couple of points.  One - 

just setting up a blog was a mountain in my mind. 

And two - I have dyslexia.  I love to read; I’m just 

slow. Writing has always been something to avoid 

because it is so hard to extract the thoughts from 

my head. However, spelling might be a bigger    

hurdle. Spell check and autocorrect aren’t very 

helpful with my mistakes, which just makes it more 

time consuming to write.  
 

(None-the-less she persevered! You can find 

Heidi’s blog at  http://seedlingsofhope.com) 
 

Second, I was encouraged to give music classes 

outside of school times, since our local school    

currently has no music program. A big drawback to 

such a plan is my own kids.  I have enough young 

ones at home that leaving very much leads to 

chaos. Over the latter part of the summer, I came 

across several Bible verses, quotes and a song that 

prompted me to say no to something that would 

have left me overcommitted, my little ones fussy 

and would have been bad for the health I am slowly  

regaining after the birth of my twins. 
 

The brave thing to do is be content with leading       

a “small” life.   – Kayse Pratt 
 

Some of the very things that people will applaud in 

your life can wreck your soul. – Lance Witt 
 

The wise woman builds her house, but with her          

own hands the foolish one tears hers down.                                

~ Proverbs 14:1  
 

God, the Almighty Creator, lays the next                      

generation in the laps of the mothers.                                        

– Rev. Edward Sullivan 
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Faith Prompts You To... 
 
.Faith prompts you to...SURRENDER 

Jesus said, "I came to do the will of my Father."  

~ Hebrews 10:7    
He also taught us to pray:  

"Not my will but thine be done." ~ Matthew 6:10 
 

A man (a friend of mine) was being sued by a      
former business partner for millions of dollars.    
Both were believers.  The lawsuit had been going 
on for 3 years--costing lawyer fees every month and 
causing tremendous stress. It was   suggested he 
take a piece of paper and  list on it everything in his 
life, family, marriage, business, etc. Then write: I 
hereby transfer legal ownership of the above to 
God. Then sign it and date it--a contract with God. 
Then watch to see what God would do. Within two 
weeks, the former partner notified his attorney that 
he wanted to settle for a pittance! And he repented 
for wrongly accusing his partner.  
 
My suggestion is to do this with the things that are 
troubling you. God takes good care of what belongs 
to Him! 
 

Faith prompts you to...OBEDIENCE. 

“If you love me, keep my commandments" ~ John 14:15 
 

"Many say, Lord, Lord, but do not do what I command. 

In that day, I will say, 'Depart from me, I never knew 

you." ~  Matthew 7:22-23 
 

In the movie WAR HORSE - A young boy trained a 
stallion to wear a bridle and bit and pull a plow. 
Years later, during a war, when the horse had to 
pull a cart--that training saved his life.  And we, if we 
will just put our head down and "pull the plow," will 
one day discover that obedience will/has saved our 
life. God sees and knows what we don't--the future. 
 

Faith prompts...VISION ( or PURPOSE). 

"Without a vision, the people perish." ~ Proverbs 29:18 
 
Losing my spouse at 64 was not how I expected my 
life to turn out. But realizing that reality is God's plan 
for me has enabled me to embrace the purpose God 
has for me for this new season. I was given a pro-
phetic word 15 years ago. I could see no way for it to 
come to pass, given the restrictions of my marriage, 
so I put it in a drawer and forgot it. I found it the 
other day (while hunting for my passport!)--EVERY 
ITEM ON THE LIST had been fulfilled in the past 
year and a half. Just as God left me here for 
a purpose(s) yet to be discovered, so each of us will 
find the purpose for which we were designed as we 
put our faith and trust in Him. 

~ Joyce Williams 

A Devotional Thought… 

 

RECOGNIZE & RESPOND 

There was a man named Nicodemus who was one of 

the Pharisees and an important Jewish leader. 2 One 

night Nicodemus came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, 

we know you are a teacher sent from God, because no 

one can do the miracles you do unless God is with 

him.” 3 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, unless you 

are born again, you cannot be in God’s kingdom.”               

~ John 3:1-3 
 

Nicodemus recognizes that God is with Jesus by 

the miracles He performs. But he isn’t ready to 

express this revelation in the daylight. He wants 

affirmation without risk or change. 
 

What Nicodemus said was true and I find it     

interesting that Jesus seems to argue with him. 

Instead of saying “Good job” or “You are correct” 

He counters Nicodemus’ statement. Jesus seems 

to be saying “What you said is true but this is 

MORE true.”  “I tell you the truth, unless you are 

born again, you cannot be in God’s kingdom.”   

Jesus reveals that just because you recognize 

God’s power does not mean you know God or 

have received new life from him. 
 

 You believe there is one God. Good! But the        

demons believe that, too, and they tremble with fear.    

~ James 2:19 
 

Demons do not…have a relationship with God based 

on trust only the knowledge of His existence. There is 

a very great difference between knowing there is a 

God and believing in and trusting on a Good God. 

~ Melisa Turner, But God...A Doctrine of Hope 
 

Jesus is asking Nicodemus to respond to God,  

not just recognize His existence or power. This 

requires a relationship, a response of a changed 

life, new behavior, a loyalty to Jesus in the light 

of day. Don’t just know about God, Know God! 

Devote some thought to that,  ~ Melisa Turner 

 
 

Until we meet again… 
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