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Recommendations
Dear Readers:
Blossom Ministries is 20 years old this
November. As we gathered last month
for our annual fall retreat I shared with
our core group some of the highlights
from the last two decades. There isn’t
room in the confines of this column to
share all of those details, but those
twenty years include over 50 newsletters
published, and approximately 19 bazaars
hosted in both the Pateros/Bridgeport
area and Oroville, as well as 19 retreats.
We are missing 20 of each only because
of covid, mine and everybody else’s, ha!
Over the years I have seen God add and
take away from our Blossom team. My
daughter attended the very first retreat
as I was 7 months pregnant with her.
She was there this year too, I only had to
give her a ride in my car this time!
Friends and my sister have gone from
attendees to leadership team
members. Other team members have
given us a season of service and moved
on to what God has for them now. It is
bittersweet to reminisce and yet I cannot
help but marvel at God’s goodness to
preserve and restore what could so
easily have been lost.
Blossom always begins every event with
gifts and prayer. Little gifts to mark your
bed in your cabin have now become
settings at the table, and there have been
too many door prizes to count.

But God…
A Doctrine of Hope
by Melisa Turner

Thriving in Babylon
by Larry Osborne

Healing the Wounds of
Trauma: How the Church
Can Help
by Trauma Healing Institute

She Laughs Without Fear
by Jami Balmet

Organizing
for the Rest of Us
by Dana K. White

Before We Were Yours
by Lisa Wingate

Hope Mommies
hopemommies.org

Most importantly, the mission remains
to strengthen women and their faith,
that the blossom of influence “might go
and bear fruit—fruit that will last”
(John 15:16a NIV)

blossom.ministries@gmail.com

~Melisa Turner, and the Blossom Team

www.blossomministries.com

Contact Blossom at :

What wings are to a bird, and sails to a
ship, so is prayer to the soul.
~ Corrie Ten Boom

You don’t have control over the outcome.
You only have control over the effort.
~ Rev. Marilyn Wilder
“After the shadows have passed, you will
feel the pulse of a new life beating into the
dark places. I’m believing that for me, and
for you as well.” ~ Jess Connolly,
You Are The Girl For the Job
People speak of hope as if it is this
delicate, ephemeral thing made of
whispers and spider's webs. It's not.
Hope has dirt on her face, blood on her
knuckles, the grit of cobblestones in
her hair, and just spat out a tooth as
she rises for another go
Our whole business in this life is to
restore to health the eye of the heart
whereby God may be seen.
~ St. Augustine
Your vision will become clear only when
can you look into your own heart. Who looks
outside, dreams; who looks inside, awakens.
~ Carl Jung

But the secret to joy is to keep seeking
God where we doubt He is.
~ Ann Voskamp
“Don’t prioritize your looks my friend, as
they won’t last the journey. Your sense of
humour though, will only get better with
age.” ~ Judy Dench
Seek The Guide instead of the map.
~ Dr. Alicia Britt Chole

Flowers can only survive within a specific environment,
the same is true for each of us. We need a specific spiritual
environment so that we will be able to stand firm, grow,
influence, and reproduce.

Stand Up Little Flower
Rise Up was the theme of our 2022 Blossom Ministries
retreat. A combination of the ideas of resurrection power
and standing strong in our faith. In 2020 I shared from
the passage in I Corinthians 15 about our ability to have
a Gutsy Faith because our enemy, death is defeated! The
end of this same chapter leads us to this year’s theme:

Your roots planted in something that will sustain you
Our spiritual roots are sustained in hope. We hope in “the
God who gives life to the dead and who creates something
out of nothing” (Romans 3:17) “But I will always have
hope and will praise you more and more.” (Psalm 71:14)

So my dear brothers and sisters, stand strong. Do
not let anything move you. Always give yourselves fully

Your stalk strong against the cold North wind
Is your stalk able to stand in harsh conditions? Does your
stalk resemble you even in seasons of illness or despair?
Or does it look more like what you have been through?

to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
work in the Lord is never wasted. ~ I Cor.15:58 NCV
You may remember that our 2021 retreat was canceled
due to my recovery from Covid pneumonia. As the date
approached for this year’s retreat I began facing the parts
of my life that remain in recovery mode. Some things feel
as if they might have been dead or dying long before I
faced my physical near-death experience. I have felt
compelled to fully Rise Up, the way a sleeping giant stands
up from the landscape that once hid its presence.

Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be
courageous. Be strong. And do everything with love.
~ I Corinthians 16:13-14 NLT
Your petals fragrant with a sweet-smelling influence
Our influence comes from the truth of who God made
each of us to be and we cannot give what we don’t have.
“Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk.” (Acts 3:6) Do you have a fragrance of resurrection?

I will act as if what I do makes a difference.
~ William James
I have been so convicted by the above quote to not allow
anything to be wasted as it said above in I Corinthians 15.
I must do things with purpose even if they seem insignificant to me. I must attempt to tackle significant things with
my imperfect skills because doing them matters more than
my ability to do them well! Get up, stand up, and show up!

Living the abundant life God has crafted for you with
intention, passion, and willingness to do whatever
He’s asked you to with a fine-tuned focus on His
glory.” ~ Jess Connolly, You Are The Girl For the Job

When my niece Hanna was about five years old she was
helping my parents do some yard work and Grandma
overheard her say with a little desperation to a plant she
had accidentally damaged “Oh, stand up little flower”.

Your pollen germinating another generation of seeds
Our influence only reproduces itself because we are
making disciples of Jesus. We resemble Him and His
glory. “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory
of the Lord rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1)

That is the phrase I hear the Spirit whisper to me in this
season. “Stand up little flower”. Rise Up! The question is
how. How do we Rise Up and Stand Firm? God helped
me write a little poem to answer that question:

“Because the ability to respond to Him, to answer
His call with our lives, our gifts, our strengths, our

Your roots planted in something that will sustain you

weaknesses, and our story is the dream.”

Your stalk strong against the cold North wind

~ Jess Connolly, You Are The Girl For the Job

Your petals fragrant with a sweet-smelling influence
Your pollen germinating another generation of seeds

RISE UP Little Flower!

All of these instructions involve an intimate relationship
with the One who creates, gives gifts and restores.

~ With all My Love, Melisa Turner
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Passing the Promise

Instead of relaxing because it wasn’t happening to him, he
pressed on. In the next 13 years of his reign he

I will start with 2 stories.

1. Had the book of the law read to ALL the people
2. He makes another sweep through Judah and Israel further

The first takes place in the 1300s.
Geert Groot (1340-1384) grew up as a wild youth in a
wealthy home in what is now the Northern Netherlands. He
studied for the priesthood in Paris. While never serving as a
priest, he took various church positions and received from
them a good income. He continued his luxurious life and
taught philosophy and theology.

removing idols and high places.

3. He removed from the temple the priests involved with
4.

idol worship, male prostitutes, and women weaving for
Asherah poles.
High places outside Jerusalem, some of which were from
the days of Solomon.
He restitutes the national celebration of Passover, which
hadn’t happened since the days of the Judges
He removed mediums from the land.
He removed household gods from the land.

In 1374, during a time of serious illness, he experienced
conversion. He immediately gave away his possessions and
his church positions. Following this, he spent several years
living in solitude.

5.

Then he began preaching across the area, calling for
repentance and preaching against the excesses of the clergy
and drawing large crowds. Eventually, the pope banned him
from preaching.

Sixteen years after the Book of the Law is found and three
years after his death the first group of captives is carried to
Babylon. Among that first group are Daniel, Hananiah
(Shadrach), Azariah (Abednego), Mishael (Meshach), and
Ezekiel. They were young men probably still in their teens.

6.
7.

About this time, he formed a group called The Brothers (also,
Sisters) of the Common Life. They emphasized several things.
1. Bible Study
2. Meditation on Christ’s Passion, redemption, judgment,
heaven, and hell.
3. Imitating the life of Christ – for all believers, no matter
their calling.
4. Education
5. Copying manuscripts, especially scripture
6. Nursing the sick

That brings us to us. Who are we influencing? What kind of
influence are we having? Are we leaving a godly, Biblical
legacy for others to follow?
Deuteronomy 6:7 (look at 4-9) says “You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you
lie down and when you rise.” What is ‘them’? Backing up to
verse 6, we see ‘them’ refers to “the words I command you”.
What are “the words”? To see what ‘words’ we need to back
up into chapter 5. Moses has just reminded the Israelites of the
10 commandments and is just about to review the other laws,
instructions, and history of their time in the wilderness.

Most members were laymen, some earning a living by
copying scripture. From this group, they began free primary
schools. Their reason for teaching was “for the love of God
alone” and to train youth in practical Christian living. They
taught the students to read including reading Latin, so they
could read scripture for themselves along with the first three
points for the Brothers.

So back to what are we passing on? The WHOLE of scripture.
We are not passing on just the parts we like or understand.
We’re not passing on just the New Testament or just the
gospels. We don’t leave it to the church, school, or anyone
else. We don’t do as Josiah’s Great Grandfather Hezekiah,
who had the word and showed his trust in God (2 Chronicles
32 & 2 Kings 19). But he didn’t pass it on to his son,
Manasseh, who is recorded as one of the most evil of all
Judean kings.

Geert Groot died of a plague caught while nursing the sick.
The Brothers continued, including their schools, which spread
across the Netherlands and Germany. Some of their famous
students include Martin Luther, John Calvin, Erasmus, John
Knox, Thomas a Kempis, Ulrich Zwingli, and Vesalius.

We pass on the whole Bible because it is our plumb line. The
mark we use to measure everything back to. We study it so
we will be able to know the difference between truth and
falsehood. It is how we can recognize sound doctrine and have
discernment.

The second story begins in the nation of Judah as an 8-yearold boy is crowned king. (Starting in 2 Kings 22:1, 2
Chronicles 34:1) Eight years later, at 16, he begins to seek
God. At 20, he begins to purge the high places, idols, and
altars of Baal in Judah and Israel, which was already in exile.
Now 26, Josiah sets out to repair the temple. While the
cleaning is happening the high priest, Hilkiah finds The Book
of the Law and shows it to the king’s secretary.
The secretary brings it to King Josiah and says the priest
gave me a book. Josiah asks him to read it. Once he hears it,
he tears his clothes in grief and sends a group to ask the
prophetess Huldah to see if the curses are true. Huldah
confirms the curses but tells Kind Josiah that they won’t
happen during the King’s lifetime.

John 14:26 says “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
And we keep fighting for it. Throughout 1 & 2 Timothy, Paul
encourages Timothy to endure; to keep fighting for the truth.
What happens when we quit fighting – standing – enduring?
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Passing the Promise cont.

A Devotional Thought…

Look back at Manasseh; Hezekiah’s son and Josiah’s
grandfather. His evil included setting up a pagan altar
inside the temple. Where were the priests? They didn’t stand
up to him. So much so that the Book of the Law went
missing. What happens when God’s people refuse to take a
stand against wickedness – anything that goes against
scripture? The culture will slowly blur the lines between right
and wrong.

A LONG OBEDIENCE
God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. ~ I Cor. 1:9
In the past 20 years, there have been opportunities to quit
what it is Blossom was founded to do. Eugene Peterson says
in A Long Obedience in the Same Direction that

Manasseh’s reign was 55 years. If we apply that to today.
2022-55=1967
1962 – prayer is removed from schools
1963 – Bible reading is removed from schools
1973 – abortion legalized

“Perseverance is not the result of our determination,
it is the result of God’s faithfulness.”
Because of God’s great faithfulness, we have continued along
the path set before us. We have continued to Help Our Sister
to reach out with renewed hope and courage to:

This gives us an idea of what can happen in a lifetime. But it
doesn’t have to stay that way. Our culture places great
emphasis on education, but what is being taught?
We should be educating the next generations on the truth of
the Bible and equipping them to stand.

Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;
say to those with fearful hearts,

Go back and look at Geert Groot. His schools emphasized
learning to read in both their native language and in Latin, so
they could read the Bible. Look at the impact those schools
had on the world.

“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;

Go back and look at Josiah. He followed a lot of years of
apostasy in Judah. But he stood for God’s word and made sure
it was passed on to the rest of the nation. As a result, young
men like Daniel knew God’s word and were ready to take a
stand even in the court of foreign kings.

with divine retribution
he will come to save you.” ~ Isaiah 35:3-4
A long obedience in one direction, sustained by God’s
faithfulness, guarantees an eventual arrival at our destination!
Inevitably we cannot help but accomplish what we have set
out to do, which is to obey the call of God. Sometimes I can
forget where I started or why and that is when I need a sister,
a friend, a teammate, to come alongside me.

You can’t give what you don’t have. We must study God’s
word ourselves. We can’t leave a legacy of faith – love –
holiness – self-control if we don’t know what that looks like
ourselves. Study God’s Word. Practice living God’s Word.
Pass it on.
Near the end of Deuteronomy, Moses repeated the commands
and laws of God to the Israelites. Then in chapter 30:19-20

“A friend knows the song in my heart and sings it to me
when my memory fails.” ~ Donna Roberts

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that
I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse.

We haven’t just written newsletters and hosted events. We
have been obedient to the call God has placed on our hearts.
Those moments sealed forever in our hearts in fellowship with
our faithful God and each other are not quantifiable in earthly
measurements. They are far more valuable than that!

Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live,
loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding
fast to him, for he is your life and length of days…”

~ Heidi Tonseth

Let me remind you, dear friend, that the One who called you
into fellowship is faithful, even to sustain your obedience.

Devote some thought to that,

Train children to live the right way,

~ Melisa Turner

and when they are old, they will not stray from it.
~ Proverbs 22:6
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Until we meet again…

